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John Thompson - Silver medal © Rob Lines

Jim Prowting, bronze medal © Rob Lines

Anne Edwards, BAOC sprint champs

Richard Sharp, BAOC sprint
champs
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Summer has meant there have been fewer major events than earlier in the year, but there have
still been things to keep us going. TVOC retained the handicap trophy at the Harvester Night
Relays event in May, and gained several medals at the British age-class sprint championships.
We have also organised several Schools and junior events, in addition to a colour-coded event
at Bradenham, several Saturday events and the Summer series. Naturally these events can only
happen with volunteers to help, so if you haven't been able to volunteer for anything as yet,
why not contact one of the organisers listed and offer yourself as an apprentice? It's a great way
to learn what's involved – and it's often easier than you might think.

Finally, watch out for Roger's Didcot urban event in August – details will be available soon.

��������	��
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Sprint Championships medals
TVOC gained several medals at the British age-class sprint championships, held at HMS Sultan
in Gosport on 13th June. Congratulations to our medallists who were Jim Prowting (M60
bronze), John Thompson (M75 silver), Carol Edwards (W50 bronze). 

Junior Captain sought
Are you a good listener? Are you a good talker? Are you under 20? if you can answer yes to all
these, you may be just the person the club needs! We would like to appoint one of our junior
members to act as a focal point, to talk to our other juniors at events and pass any thoughts,
ideas and comments for improving the club back to the committee. If you think you could do
this, please contact one of the  committee members or ������������	
��
�
���  .

Harvester trophy
After nearly 5 hours of racing at the Harvester
night relays held over the night of 8/9 May,
TVOC's team of Mikhail Gryaznevich, Dave
Kingham, Jim Prowting, Martin Ricketts and
Roger Thetford came home in 3rd place on the B
course, winning the Handicap trophy, behind
teams from ShuOC and SYO

TVOC Annual Dinner
No date has been set yet, this is just to put that
thought in your minds! A date in November is
likely - Watch this space!

Schools League
I am proposing to co-ordinate a (relatively informal) schools league in the coming year, making
use of the Saturday series events. The plan is for juniors to be able to gain points for their
school simply by running the correct course for their year group. I hope to put forward full
details fairly soon, in the meantime please send comments or suggestions to me at
������������	
��
�
���

Follow TVOC online!
TVOC now has a twitter account ���������
���	
����� and a facebook group page at
����������������
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TVOC sends a welcome to new members - juniors Dave Willcox and
Mark Bradley, and senior Simon (Mark's dad). Also welcome back to the
Griffiths family. Hope your orienteering is enjoyable and successful.

��	�����	��	�����������������������
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Yvonne Hodson

TVOC's Harvester trophy
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With the arrival of Summer we come to the low-season in the orienteering year, so there are no
SCJS events on the immediate horizon. Check the website soon for an updated Autumn
programme.

In June, members of the squad competed in the Junior Inter-Regional Championships in Wales,
with several juniors running up a class to make up the relay teams. TVOC was represented by
Elissa and James Foord competing in W16/M14, while special mention goes to Peter Bray of
Southern Navigators who won the M18 class.

We welcome all SCOA juniors of about Orange standard and above and aged 10 or so to 18
years to join us at the Saturday training days.  We meet at 1015 hrs and finish about 1500 hrs.
You need to bring your lunch, a drink, £1 to cover map and access costs, and your orienteering
kit.  Please contact Dave Rogers [SCJS Squad Manager, Tel: 01344 628 623, Mobile: 07799
075 236, E-mail: �

���������
�����
�  ] if you want to know more or will be coming
along.  You can also visit the squad's website at:  ������$��
�
���

 ����!	"����#��$%���&��������"��

��	����	���#����$��������% �� � !��
Well despite the weather forecast the day remained dry (just) and none of the expected
afternoon downpours arrived. From my point of view the day went very well largely due to the
efforts of the various TVOC teams, who just got on with their respective tasks without any need
for intervention by the organizer. On your behalf my thanks to all the teams and my thanks to
the planner - Brian Palmer and the controller - Mark Thompson.

I hope everyone enjoyed their runs and that we will see you again at future TVOC events.

'����(����	�"���)�"������
I thought Brian's courses got the most out of the area and given your feedback, the majority of
you agreed. Bradenham demands respect. It's no good relying on relocating after a long cross
country leg. You needed to pick an obvious attack point. It's clearly more challenging at this
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Elissa at the Junior Inter-Regional Championships. Photo: © Tim Booth (BKO)



time of the year and to be fair the veg needs a refresh.

Organiser Paul did a great job well supported as usual by the excellent TVOC team structure.
No problems noted. Thanks to Yvonne and her team for manning registration and download
when many of the usual team were absent.

A number of you (4 on my
count) mispunched mixing
138 for 139. 138 was on a
wet depression and 139
was located on a small
depression. The
surrounding thickets were
very different. I have
considered reinstating the
runners affected. I
consulted a former grade 1
controller and several
people who had visited
both having gone to the wrong control first, and then relocated. However, the 2 features were
different, and well over 30m apart (event guidelines). Therefore I'm afraid the DSQ still
applies. Mean of the planner to put 'em close but in my view it was fair. Lesson learned - check
the control code next time. The vast majority did not have a problem here, as all except white
and yellow visited these controls.

Another DSQ was challenged by a lady on blue who claimed she found the tag for 105,
assumed the control had been stolen and so went to the next control. This was checked and
indeed she was proven correct as Brian had tagged the thicket to the NW and I had managed to
visit the same (wrong) thicket when I checked control sites. Fortunately (!) the flag was placed
on the correct thicket on the day. However the offending tag was located and removed, and the
runner's objection was upheld and she was reinstated.

Lastly at least one runner was tripped by the string course, whilst going to control 10 (115) a
hide, on blue. I can only apologise for this. Once informed I did tape the hazardous sections.
This was a process breakdown within the club, as the string-o planner consulted the planner not
the controller. My fault as I should have checked the location of the string course.

Here are the colour standards:

White all competitors
Yellow 26mins (half)
Orange 66mins (half)
Light Green 68mins (half)
Green 67mins 30s (half)
Blue 77mins 30s (half)
Brown 87mins (half).

I hope you all enjoyed your run.

���*�+�	���	���,�$	���	����
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Chris Dalton manning the download computer
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Are you eligible for a colour badge? You can qualify for a colour award badge by successfully
achieving the 'standard' for that colour course (at district level or above) on 3 separate
occasions. For yellow, orange, red, light green, green, blue & brown courses the standard is
generally set by either the winner's time +50%, or the top 50% of those who started the course,
whichever gives the most qualifiers. The white standard is achieved by all who complete the
white course.

If you believe you are eligible for a colour badge, collect together the relevant results and
contact Roger Baker who maintains the TVOC stock.

email: ��������	��
������� phone: 01235 520477
post: Ludwell, Faringdon Road, Abingdon, Oxon OX14 1BQ

$�'��(��$�!�������&�
��	

��'�

Here is a 3k yellow-style course with
20 controls all on paths on a small
part of Wendover.

The challenge is to plan a more
technically difficult course using no
controls other than these twenty.  You
do not have to use all of them, and
yes, you could have your course visit
a certain control more than once as
happens in butterfly gaffling. The
positions of the Start and Finish are
fixed - but not the direction of leaving
or arriving.

Your course could be could be
Orange, Light Green or Green.  The
appropriate length and physical
difficulty is for you to decide.

[A colour copy of the map showing
the controls can be found on the back
cover - Ed]

!	"�����*��
-��
�����.����"�	��!	���

/���"�	���)�	���)012�1�3

This newsletter contains map images based on Ordnance Survey Mapping with the permission of the Controller of Her
Majesty's Stationery office. Crown Copyright. OS Licence Number 100021529 2010.  
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Roger's Yellow-style course
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After 8 very successful events at which 109 orienteers have taken part, having at least one run,
with the total number of runs so far at 271. These totals exclude the event at Bernwood last
night. The quality of events remains high with some real challenges and some close head-to-
head finishes, many thanks to all the organisers.

The leading league contenders so far are:-

‘A’ 186 points   Roger Thetford              2 wins
      186 points   Jon Marsden  (OUOC)   2 wins
      175 points   Tim Beale  (OUOC)       1 win

‘B’ 200 points   Mike Edwards (RAFO) 4 wins
      185 points   Norman Liley
      181 points   Roger Baker

‘C’ 136 points   Lisa Jennings (RAFO)   1 win

We are interested to hear from anyone with a view on the Series, be it the timing of the start,
should it be a mass start, earlier starts for those not looking for head-to-head racing, earlier
season start for the series e.g. April or a later finish ( not necessarily more events, just spread
out).

The aims of the Summer Series of Evening Training Events are to provide local, quality
training on terrain, to help keep us fit, to have fun and to foster a Club spirit.

We must always bear in mind that we need to keep the Organiser/Planner’s job as simple as
possible.

The remaining events are listed below – please note the switch of dates of Youlbury and
Bradenham.

Day Date Venue Organiser Start

Tues 06-Jul Youlbury  SP 482 030 Dave Kingham  01865
862806  & James Wilson

1930

Tues 13-Jul Bradenham  SU 830968 Brian Palmer  01494 528845 1930

Wed 21-Jul Whiteleaf  SP 824036 Alun Jones  01494 816946 
& John Dalton 

1930

Tues 27-Jul Wendover Peter Riches 01753 886666
& Mark Thompson

1930

please check the club website at �����	
��
�
���  for full details and any changes.

%	���+�	���	��41567�758649
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Ordering your TVOC O-TOP
Long- and short-sleeved TVOC Orienteering tops in various sizes
are still available, to improve your orienteering* and make you
look 'part of the team'!

It is simply not practical for the club to hold large numbers, as I
am sure you will appreciate. I will have some more medium and
large tops shortly, but in small numbers, first come first served,
contact me to check what sizes/styles I have.

The price is still £25 (cheque payable to TVOC) and sent to 107
Leachcroft, Chalfont St Peter SL9 9LF.  You just might see me at
an event, but please no cash, prefer the cheque and then we have
an audit trail!

'�����!�����
� possibly...

)-���.����#����/��	��
����	���
This edition we have an inteview with one of the club's successful senior competitors, Carol
Edwards – sometimes known as 'Anne's mum' ! 

How did you get started as an orienteer - what
are your first memories?
My husband, Dave, was introduced to the sport by a
work colleague. He went to several events, while I
stayed at home with a new baby. I couldn’t
understand how he kept making mistakes, and I said
helpful things like ‘How on earth can you get lost if
you have a map and a compass!!??’ Then I found
out. My first ever event was in Great Wood by
Derwent Water in the Lake District. It was pouring
with rain, and the forest was steep and grotty, but I
was hooked right from the start.

What are your best results / proudest
orienteering achievements to date?
Well, I’ve come 3rd in the British Championships
twice in the last 4 years, but my proudest moments
are personal to me and can happen at any event.
They are where I manage to get fully engaged, right
from the start, with the challenge set by the planner
and the terrain, then manage to keep focussed
throughout. 
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Carol winning bronze at the 2010 Sprint
Champs in Gosport. Photo © Rob Lines

Peter in the new kit



Can you tell us some of your biggest orienteering mistakes?!
Probably my biggest mistake was in the JK W120 relay in 2007. Anne brought us back with a 6
minute lead, I came back in 2nd place, and Inara held onto 2nd place to the finish … but I had
mispunched … so no JK silver medal for us.

What are the most significant changes in the sport since you started orienteering?
Electronic everything: entries, course planning, punching, results, routegadget… We used to
have crèches at the main events, which we used whenever we could. I love the new sprint/urban
events, and hope they become even more popular.

What do you do to get ready for a big event? do you prepare differently from smaller
events?
If there is a difference it’ll be in the area of psychological approach; to try to get ‘into the zone’
right from the start.

Do you do any training outside of orienteering events?
Not as much as I’d like. I try to do a couple of runs during the week. I’ll also take any
opportunity to do two (or three or four) events at a weekend, and to do an extra long run on the
Ridgeway with Anne when she has a rare couple of hours she can spare from studying.

What do you normally eat before and after an event? Is there a special breakfast you like
to have?
No special breakfast. But I love eating, and an event is always a good excuse to eat more.

Do you feel you are still improving as an orienteer? what do you think are your strengths
and what do you need to concentrate on more?
Yes, I think I’m improving, particularly in sprints and urban races, where I’m now learning to
plan ahead. One key strength is that I’m actually really competitive, and another is that I’m not
put off by bad weather. My main problem, however, is that I’m ridiculously easily put off by
seeing other runners on my course. Why do I always assume that they will be right and I will be
wrong?

What sort of areas do you like and dislike running in? Do you have any particular
favourite places? if so, what is it you like about them?
I like running in areas where you can actually run where you decide to, rather than having to
change plans when vegetation or undergrowth are not as expected from the map. Cannock
Chase matches up to that quite well.

What do you do with your old maps?
Dave was brilliant at map filing, so I have a long shelf of map folders containing maps from
1988 to 2006 in perfect chronological order, and with contents list in the front of each folder.
Unfortunately, more recently acquired maps just lie around the place in unsorted piles.

What do you like doing when you are not orienteering?
I have a large garden where the job list is never-ending, but luckily I love spending hours
weeding, pruning, and turning the compost. I also really enjoy baking. Otherwise, I’m obsessed
by holidays, but nowadays they seem to be taken up by orienteering events e.g.: for next year
I’m already attracted by WMOC in Hungary, the Scottish 6 days, and the French O Festival in
the French Alps in August. 

Do any of your work colleagues or family go orienteering?
My daughter, Anne, has just turned senior this year, and is very keen and successful. My son,
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Martin, who is 24, has never been interested, although I still hope he might take it up at some
point. No other family members or work colleagues go orienteering.

How would you describe orienteering to a non-orienteer?
I try to make it sound exciting, but also non-threatening, so it would be something like: “It’s a
great sport where you get to run through woods, over ditches, across streams…and you can go
as fast or slow as you want, and when you come into the finish no one will know whether
you’ve won or come last because everyone starts at a different time.” Then I’d follow up with
something about using a map.

Have you orienteered outside the UK? where? where did you like best and why?
Not until 2006, when Dave, Anne and I went to the Swiss 6 days based in Zermatt. In the last 4
years I have orienteered again in Switzerland, and in Lithuania, France, Portugal, Italy,
Australia, and Romania (Transylvania). Favourites would be France and Transylvania, because
the areas we ran in had clear forest floors, and interesting and clearly visible contour features,
so you could have fun running straight, and using the contours to check off where you were.

If you had to be a TV or film character for a day, who would it be and why?
Oh my goodness. People
who know me well know
that I have only been to the
cinema once in the last 30
years, and that I rarely
watch television! Actually,
I’d like to be Sue White, the
personnel officer in the
black comedy Green Wing.
She was totally mad and had
a lot of fun winding up
everyone who came to
consult her. 

Finally, can you give any tips for seniors (or juniors!) wanting to improve their
orienteering?
Something I find useful is to remind myself that, really, I am competing against myself rather
than directly against others. For example, it’s not much use my going to the start just thinking
about how I want to beat x or y, as this doesn’t actually give me anything constructive to focus
on. Instead I find it more useful to plan to work on my own technique which, if I get it right, is
much more likely to help me beat x or y in the end.

Another suggestion is to watch out for that point, around ¾ of the way round the course, where
you might feel everything’s going well, and you’re actually quite enjoying yourself. That’s
when you may be likely to make the big mistake. It may be safer to enjoy yourself instead only
after your run, once it’s gone well right to the end, rather than to enjoy it too much at the time
and perhaps lose concentration.

��������������
������������	�
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Sue White (R) winding up Dr Alan Statham... © Channel 4
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Over the weekend of 26th / 27th June, TVOC members helped out at the Buckinghamshire
Youth Games and the Oxfordshire Youth Games, by organising orienteering activities at each

event. As in previous years, we were ably assisted by
Denise Harper, BOF Regional Development Officer.

The Bucks event was held for the first time in
Aylesbury, at the Mandeville School, which had been
mapped specially for the event. As in previous years we
held a short 3x3 'grid' course, and a longer 0.6km course
through the school grounds. The grid course proved
popular – and as competitive – as ever. One lad, Fabian,
from Dr Challoner's school, found that I'd taken 31
seconds to go round the grid course. Having run round
the course himself (in flip-flops, no less...) he presented
me with his download printout saying “read this and
weep...” : He had recorded a time of 29 seconds... We
also found that local knowledge is not always helpful, as
the children who actually attended the school were

definitely not the fastest round the longer course! 

In contrast, the Oxfordshire Youth Games seemed a much more subdued affair, with numbers
well down on previous years. It was the same day as the England-Germany football match, and
several schools had pulled out of the event just days beforehand. Those people who did attend
were clearly rushing through the day to get through their main events before 3pm, so there was
little in the way of spare time when they could have a go at orienteering. Even John
Thompson's announcement on
the PA system failed to drum up
much business. Perhaps we'd
have had more takers if they had
known what was in store for
England later in the day!

Many thanks to the TVOC
members who helped out over
the 2 days; Yvonne Hodson,
Norman Liley, Heather Walton,
Roger Baker, John Thompson,
Ian Webb (and of course Denise
Harper) – having enough
volunteers definitely helps make
things less stressful for all
concerned.

��������	�
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Competitors on the 'grid' course at Mandeville School

Mandeville School 'long' course
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On Friday May 7th and 14th volunteers from TVOC took time out to run a pair of orienteering
experience days at Wittenham clumps, with around 70 children from 7 South Oxfordshire
schools attending each day - 70 girls on Friday 7th, and 70 boys on the 14th.

Alison Smith was in charge of the organisation, liaising with Tina Blower, sports co-ordinator
for the 7 schools involved. Roger Thetford planned the outline of the days, with coaching help
on the day from Yvonne Hodson, Roger Baker, Ian Webb and Ian Buxton. With 70 children,
the co-ordination was key, so the days were arranged to allow activities to be 'staggered' so that
the coaches could cover everything. Half the children were scheduled to arrive at 10am, and
started off with some basic introductory map work, a map walk, and finally some cones
exercises and the ever-popular
'grid'. At this point they moved
on to some star exercises led by
Roger Thetford, while the next
batch of children arrived to do
the map work. 

In the afternoon, following
staggered lunch breaks, Roger
had arranged a 45 minute score
course, with up to 15 controls to
collect around Wittenham
Clumps and the woods. To
ensure no-one got badly lost, the
coaches patrolled the woods and
gave assistance where needed. 

We were fortunate with good
weather for both days, which meant that everyone enjoyed themselves, and we received some
positive feedback from Tina after the first day : “Thanks again for all your hard work and
exellent organisation. Langtree girls are raving about the day to everyone. Looking forward to
Friday”  

Roger's comments on the days: “On the whole, the boys seemed to be more competitive than
the girls. This may be another instance of the stereotype, or it may be that we were more
insistent this week that they should have some means of keeping track of time. Or it may
simply be that they had a target to beat. The boys seemed to go round in larger groups than the
girls. Perhaps it was the 'group dynamics' that led to a couple of the controls being moved from
their correct (and obvious) locations into places where they were less visible and/or were
surrounded by nettles. It was very rewarding seeing and hearing their enjoyment, and all those
present today agreed that they'd be willing to run this again next year.”

From my point of view, it was definitely a worthwhile exercise, and much more fun than the
alternative of a day at work. A few of the children have even followed up by attending a couple
of the Summer series events, which is great news.

��������	�
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Roger Thetford explains the star exercise
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I've been having a clear out and have some VJ Integrator
'O' shoes with metal tipped rubber studs in size 7/7.5.  I
wore these for a while but then decided I had bought them
slightly too small so replaced with the next size up.  A very
good shoe, still a fair bit of life left in them.  Free to
anyone who will use them. Let me know and I'll bring
them to an event.  

��"��������:41567;�758684
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A quick summary might read: 11 events, 3 brand new areas, several first time planners, a total
of 443 orienteers (average 40 per event), and a total profit of £524 (though this excludes the
loss of one of the emit controls at a replacement cost of over £50). Yes Martin I do owe you a
cheque....

Date Place Planner Runners Income Profit

26th Sep 09 Black Park Mark Thompson 20 £ 28 £ 28

24th Oct 09 Wendover
Woods

Peter Riches 41 £ 68 £ 43

21st Nov 09 Bradenham Steve Long 34 £ 63 £ 63

12th Dec 09 Brill Common John Spence 43 £ 79 £ 54

23rd Jan 10 Furze Brake Mikhail Gryaznevich 74 £ 89 £ 89

20th Feb 10 Shotover Park John Thompson 79 £ 118 £ 90

20th Mar 10 Whiteleaf Ian Buxton 36 £ 67 £ 32

24th Apr 10 Cholesbury &
Hawridge 

Yvonne Hodson 35 £ 50 £ 36

8th May 10 Downley Pete Priest 17 £ 28 £ 28

12th Jun 10 Shotover Heather Walton 35 £ 54 £ 34

3rd July 10 Penn Wood Bob Beresford 29 £ 47 £ 27

I would like thank all the planners/organisers, especially Yvonne, Bob, Pattie and Mikhail for
the huge time and effort into mapping new areas. Two of these are due to the inspiration of
Andrew Chalmers mapping course. Get well soon Andrew and I look forward to the next
mapping course (perhaps you can teach me how to do it properly). 
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I would also like to thank the stalwarts who turn up to support these events. These guys make
the organisation so easy. This includes Alun and Yvonne on registration and download, and our
two coaches Norman and Ian.  I guess I should also thank Mr Riches in spite of him being Mr
Miserable on occasions he has been extremely supportive. As per his request I attach an
analysis of the attendance by area for the 4 seasons so far.  Clearly events in the Oxford –
Abingdon - Didcot area are much better attended with the one exception of Wendover. These
average around 50. The rest, mostly located in the eastern portion of the TVOC area, have had
much lower attendance (ca 20-35). Shotover holds the record for the highest attendance with
79; Downley (BD in the map below) the lowest with 17. 

I am now looking to finalise the programme for 2010 to 2011 (see flyer). Note all of this is
provisional. Planners/organisers please check details and revert to me with any errors.  I am
happy to revise dates if needed. At present I have arbitrarily chosen the second Saturday in each
month. All are subject to permission of course.  OUOC are considering the October event. If
you are interested in planning an event now or in the future please contact me. 

���*�+�	���	�������������������$	,	������	�
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I am pleased to announce the results of the
TVOC Club Championships which took
place on Sunday 16th May  at Hawley, in an
event which featured very enjoyable well-
planned courses, runnable forest and the
memorable sight of three portaloos reduced
to a small patch of melted blue plastic by
overnight vandalism
(�������������
�
�
�����
���������
����%��
�%���
��%���%��������%
������
%�	���%�!��%��&% ���%
�����&%���%�
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��
�� ). 

Congratulations to the new Club Champions.
There were some outstanding results, with
outright wins for Neville Baker on Blue, Roger Thetford on Brown and Fiona Bunn on Orange.
David Bunn was a very close second on the Orange course, Sam Oakley was 4th on Light
Green and Jim Prowting was 3rd on Green.  Also well done to Charlie Oakley who was a close
2nd overall on Light Green (though not counting for the championships due to age class).

Super Junior M12 minus David Bunn W12 minus Fiona Bunn

Junior M14 minus Sam Oakley W14 minus -

Intermediate M16-18 Chris Dalton W16-18 -

Senior Open Roger Thetford Women's Open Marie-Anne
Fischer

Veteran M45+ Neville Baker W45+ Alison Smith

Super-Vet M60+ Jim Prowting W60+ Yvonne Hodson

/���	���������$����$������
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Melted portaloos!

School orienteering day at Wittenham Clumps



 

THAMES VALLEY ORIENTEERING CLUB
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events in Oxfordshire/Buckinghamshire

 Sept 2010 to June 2011
Do you enjoy challenge, excitement, maps, just being out in the countryside? Then come and
try Orienteering – an adventure sport for all – at this series of Saturday morning events
organised by TVOC. These events are specially designed for juniors, school and youth groups,
and adult newcomers, in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. Courses on offer will be easy to
moderate and a 5km course for experienced orienteers.

Registration: 10.00-11.30 a.m. Starts: 10.30 -12.00; courses close 13.00.  Cost:   £2 seniors, £1
juniors per map.

Come prepared wearing suitable outdoor clothing. No equipment needed though a compass
may help. Coaching will be available at these events , check website or
�
�����
��	
��
�
���

Dates Venue, Car Park GR Organiser, Contact No Notes

11th Sep 10 Youlbury Scout Camp
SP482030

Simon Paterson 01993 813787

9th Oct 10 University Parks, Oxford
SP 515072

OUOC c/o Anne Edwards

6th Nov 10 Hodgemoor Woods 
SU 967938

John DaltonJohn Griffiths
01628 526283

11th Dec 10 Nettlebed SU 703857 Martin Ricketts 01235 835628

8th Jan 11 Brill Common 
SP 652142

John Spence 01844 237639

12th Feb 11 Bernwood SP 611117 John Thompson 01235 529308 Revised map

5th Mar 11 Wendover Woods 
SP 888090

Ian Buxton 01296 429829 Car park fee

16th Apr 11 Bloom Woods 
SU 855891

Jim Prowting 01923 236881 Thanks to BKO 

7th May 11 Penn Wood 
SU 925965

Bob and Pattie Beresford
01628 484639

New technical area

11th Jun 11 Shotover SP 564062 Mark Collis  07968 046353

Further details �����	
��
�
���   contact Mark Thompson - ��
��&�'������������ or
phone 01753 893590 evenings 

Competitors take part at their own risk.

PLEASE CHECK WITH THE WEB SITE BEFORE SETTING OFF!
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Held on 18th May 2010 At 8 pm at Merry Bells,
Wheatley

1. Present
Colin Duckworth (chair), Yvonne Hodson, John
Dalton, Neville Baker, Ian Buxton, Steve Stone,
Martin Ricketts

2. Apologies for absence
Peter Narramore, Alison Smith, Lyn Blackie, Peter
Riches, Mark Thompson, Alun Jones, John Farren,
Bob Beresford, Brian Palmer, Fred Ashford, John
Thompson, Andrew & Liz Chalmers, Lyn Blackie

3. Minutes of last meeting
Accepted

4. Actions from January 2010 meeting
Neville can find out who owns & seek permission
for new area E. of Furze Brake, Culham. Mikhail
Gryanevitch will map if permission granted.
Neville will do this after the Furze Brake event
(3rd June) Action: Neville Baker and Mikhail G

Bradenham event to be promoted through
countryside 2010 campaign. Yvonne Hodson has
done this. Action complete

5. Actions from March 2010 meeting

JOK considering Shotover for sprints on day before
CC2011. Peter Narramore has been in touch with
John Dalton and the JOK team regarding Shotover
access, contacts and current issues to be aware of.
He is happy to answer any further questions as
required. Action complete.

John Last to ask Roger Thetford to send AGM
minutes to Ian Buxton. Done. Apparently minutes
were written in November but did not reach Ian.
John Last to put “updating the web site to include a
member’s forum” as proposed by Steve Stone on
the agenda for the next meeting. Done

6. Past events
11th April 2010, Shotover, organiser Peter
Narramore, planner Ed Nicholas. Peter Narramore
reported by e-mail, “Shotover in April seems to
have been a success (even attracting the BOF
chairman, or so I gather). A good turnout (146
seniors and 45 juniors, up from 101+26 last time)
and no serious injuries or complaints. I’ve just sent
the event finances spreadsheet off to Martin
Ricketts. There are still some costs to include on
that and hopefully he will be able to report final

figures at the meeting. However, it looks as if the
event was successful financially too.”

7. Future events
6th June, 2010, Bradenham/Downley, organiser
Paul Greenough), planner Brian Palmer, controller
Mark Thompson. Parking to be in main field at
bottom. Mark Thompson reported by e-mail, “I
have controlled the courses and sites. All ok except
for long orange which Brian needs to fix. Expect to
go to printers on schedule.”

Brian Palmer reported by e-mail, “I will be
carrying out a final tidy up on the Bradenham maps
before sending them to the printers. There will not
be a Long Orange course. Courses are: Brown;
Blue: Green; Light Green; Orange; Yellow and
White.”

30th August, Didcot, Organiser probably Lyn
Blackie but open to offers, Planner Roger Thetford,
Controller John Spence.

24th October 2010, Kingswood. Organiser, the
Forbes, planner Ian Buxton, controller Roger
Baker.

19th December 2010, Wendover. Same team as for
2009 of: Ian Buxton (planner), John Thompson
(controller), Martin Ricketts (organiser)

13th March, 2011, Chiltern Challenge, Hambleden,
John Dalton (organiser), Steve Long (planner). The
FCC & UK Cup will be included.

7.1. Venues for Chiltern Challenge
Venues for the next few years include Great
Hampden, Christmas Common and possibly
Woodcote. Colin Duckworth will investigate
Woodcote availability. Action: Colin Duckworth

JK 2013 will be in SCOA area and TVOC will be
involved. This affects the choice of CC venues.
Neville Baker will consider.

7.2. Saturday Series
Completed Whiteleaf, Cholesbury, Downley.
Coming Penn Wood and new event at Shotover on
12th June

Mark Thompson is looking for planners for Sept
2010 to June 2011. He thanked Yvonne, Pete,
Heather and Bob who stepped up to complete the
line up for this year. 

7.3. Summer Series 
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Completed Brill & Shotover (44 people). Coming
Wittenham, Hodgemoor, Furze Brake, etc…..

7.4. Non TVOC events
1. 13th June, Hawridge & Cholesbury – private
event for a village society on new map. Organiser:
Yvonne Hodson

2. 26th June, Bucks Youth Games, Aylesbury.
Organiser Ian Buxton

3. 27th June, Oxford Youth Games, Iffley Road.
Organiser Denise Harper

4. 4th August, Playday

5. 8 to 14th August, Girl Guides in Abingdon

John Last will find out what these last two are.
Action John Last

8. Officers reports

8.1. Captain
Alison Smith reported by e-mail, “We have held
the first of the two schools training events, for girls
from Year 8 from 7 schools in the Didcot and
Wallingford area, at Wittenham on Friday 7 May.
The day was very successful, including a map
walk, cone and grid exercises, short courses and a
score competition. Many thanks to the six TVOC
helpers who gave up time to organise the event.
The second event, for boys, will be on 14 May. We
are receiving a donation of £200 for the two days,
towards the purchase of a second download printer
as it would have been useful to have two available
on the day. The committee is asked to approve
this.Tina Blower, the school sports co-ordinator, is
very keen to hold a similar event for primary
schools but I feel we cannot ask coaches to give up
more of their weekdays in the near future. I will
discuss with the coaches whether we might be able
to offer anything similar next year or in the
autumn.”

Yvonne Hodson said that Denise Harper had
trained several coaches at Riverside Centre. These
could be put in contact with Wallingford Schools.

Action Alison Smith

A second download printer was agreed.

Action Alun Jones

8.2. Chairman
Colin Duckworth read a letter from Neil Cameron
(BOF chairman) to group committee chairman
limiting their freedom to express opinions. It was

agreed that this was high handed in an amateur
sport run by volunteers.

Colin read out a list of the new 4 tier event
structure sent by Barry Elkington. This seems

to be similar to the old structure.

8.3. Treasurer
Martin Rickets said that we were breaking even
over the year.

8.4. Car Park team
Neville Baker is investigating rolls of plastic mesh
for ground cover in muddy car parks. These would
be expensive and hard to transport. A trailer could
be hired.

8.5. Development committee
John Dalton reported on the first meeting, which
took place on Monday 17th May. Alun Jones
chaired. They had decided on areas on interest,
identified club strong points and looked for
potential for improvement. They intend to make
proposals by September.

9. Clubmark
Colin Duckworth listed the officials and
organization that we will need for clubmark. The
list will be given to the development committee to
decide how to proceed Action: Development
Committee

10. Mapping

Mark Thompson reported by e-mail. “Hambleden
map update complete. Thanks to John Farren for
doing half of it. Blocks have been felled. We are
pursuing access plan for an update prior to event
and forestry work plan! Some areas will be taped
oob.” 

Bob Beresford reported by e-mail, “Mapping -
almost completed the NE part of the wood- 60% of
the Penn Wood area - enough for the Saturday
courses. The whole area has been resurveyed based
on the Roger Lott draft map from 6 years ago -
apart from the main paths everything else is
changed! Draft courses (Yellow, Orange, Light
Green, Light Green extension) done and being
reviewed Final permission awaited from Woodland
Trust - outline permission already given (done by
Andrew Chalmers earlier this year) Very limited
parking in Curzon School, Penn Street -remainder
on the roads outside school. (We couldn't use the
church car park as there is a wedding - but it would
be OK for future use in small events)”
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11. Updating the web site
At the March meeting Steve Stone said that he was
thinking of updating the web site to include a
member’s forum using a commercial system. Ian
Webb thought that our Google web site could cover
most of these functions. This was not really
discussed, as the meeting had broken up so it is on
the agenda for this next meeting. Steve Steve
described his proposal using phpBB. The site
hosting would need to be upgraded costing an extra
£50 p.a.[to add on mySQL database - ed]. The
upgrade was approved. Ian Buxton had ideas for
updating the web site using Drupal. He will discuss
with Steve. Action: Ian Buxton, Steve Stone

12. Any other business
12.1. Not JK
Peter Riches proposed a "not the JK" event at
Easter next year, as a lot of people will not be
going to N Ireland! Neville Baker will check
fixtures. It was assumed that Peter  is willing to
organise. Action: Neville Baker

12.2. Competition Review Phase 2 
Alison Smith asks how we should respond to
BOF’s Competition Review Phase 2, received from

BOF. Most members objected to the review and
survey in various ways. Colin Duckworth will
collate and coordinate comments and reply to BOF
Action: Colin Duckworth

12.3. Jonathan Fairn Trophy 
John Thompson asked how the Jonathan Fairn
trophy should be decided now that the BOF
ranking list is useless. It was agreed that times
should be compared with the 3 fastest in the age
group running the correct course at the November
Classic. Martin Ricketts offered to help with
calculation. Action: John Thompson

12.4. Harvester 
The TVOC Harvester team was congratulated on
retaining the B class trophy.

13. Next meeting(s)
July 20th, September 21st, and November 16th. All
at 8pm at the Merry Bells. The

Summer Series should avoid these dates.

%	���-���

��3�!���
This information is not guaranteed to be correct or complete. Please check on web site or
phone numbers given before travelling.  If no details are given, consider the event as doubtful.

Key:  L = Local, R = Regional, N = National  CD: Closing date for entries.

July 2010

Sat 10/07/10 L GO Guildford City Race Shalford P)ark SU995495 / GU1 Organiser:
Gary Strowbridge, garystrowbridge@btinternet.com. Sen: £10.00 Jun:
£4.00 Stu: £ TBC. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. Online: 04/07/10.
http://www.guildfordorienteers.co.uk

Sun 11/07/10 L HOC Local Event Arrow Valley SP066666 / B98 Organiser: Colin
Spears, 0121 458 1268. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
http://www.harlequins.org.uk

Sun 11/07/10 L SLOW Frolic Oxshott Heath TQ141609 / KT22 0TA Organiser: Andy
Robinson, 020 8255 7176, AndyLoofa@blueyonder.co.uk. EPS-SI. CD:
EOD. http://www.sloweb.org.uk
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July 2010

Sun 11/07/10 L SMOC Keyne O Furzton Lake SP851358 / MK4 Organiser: Rosie
Shaw, rosie.shaw@ntlworld.com. CD: EOD. http://www.smoc.info

Tue 13/07/10 L TVOC Summer Series Bradenham SU834974 / HP14 Organiser:
Brian Palmer, 01494 528845, bpalmer@wwyc.freeserve.co.uk. CD:
EOD. http://www.tvoc.org.uk

Wed 14/07/10 L OD Wed Even Local Event, Wedgnock Wegnock Adventure Sports
SP272673 / CV35 7PX Organiser: Barry Elkington, 01926 854639.
EPS-EMIT. CD: EOD. http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Wed 14/07/10 L BKO Wednesday Summer evening events 2010 Upper Star Posts
SU876662 / RG12 Organiser: Glenn Wass, 0118 959 8237. EPS-EMIT.
CD: EOD. http://www.bko.org.uk

Wed 14/07/10 L BADO Informal Event Stockbridge Down SU380349 / SO20
Organiser: Tony Ludford, tonyludford@tiscali.co.uk. CD: EOD. http://
www.bado.org.uk

Thu 15/07/10 L SAX Trail Challenge Knole Park TQ544540 / TN13 1HW Organiser:
Jerry Purkis, 01892 536332, jerry.purkis@shell.com . EPS-SI. CD:
EOD. http://www.saxons-oc.org

Sat 17/07/10 L SO SO - Sussex Sprint Series 2010 - event 4 - Horsham Park, Horsham
Horsham Park TQ174306 / RH12 2DF  Organiser: David Marsh. EPS-
SI. CD: EOD. http://www.southdowns-orienteers.org.uk

Sat 17/07/10 I World University Orienteering Championships – Good Luck Anne!!

Sun 18/07/10 L OD Colour-coded  Event Burton Dassett Hills Country Park Burton
Dassett Hills Country Park  SP396519 / CV47 2AB Organiser: Richard
Gardner, 01604 770761. EPS-EMIT. CD: EOD. http://www.octavian-
droobers.org

Tue 20/07/10 L SLOW Park Race Series Bishops Park TQ240761 / SW6 Organiser:
Becky Kingdon, 07984457619, becky.kingdon@gmail.com. CD: EOD.
http://www.sloweb.org.uk

Wed 21/07/10 L SAX Evening Event Shooters Hill TQ445763 / SE18 Organiser: Philip
Basford, philb@ntrg.u-net.com. CD: EOD. http://www.dfok.co.uk

Wed 21/07/10 L OD Wed Even Local Park Race, Stoneleigh Park Stoneleigh (NAC)
Park SP326716 / CV8 2RF Organiser: John Middler, 02476 466711.
EPS-EMIT. CD: EOD. http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Wed 21/07/10 L BKO Wednesday Summer evening runs 2010 Dinton Pastures SU
787718 / RG41 Organiser: Glenn Wass, 0118 959 8237. CD: EOD.
http://www.bko.org.uk
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July 2010

Sat 24/07/10 L SN Team Score and Come and Try  It Alice Holt Country Park
SU811417 / GU10 4LS Organiser: Jane Archer,
jane.archer7@ntlworld.com. CD: EOD. http://southernnavigators.com

Sun 25/07/10 L SAX Frolics Dartford TQ593717 / DA10 Organiser: David Cave-
Ayland, dave.cave@tesco.net. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
http://www.dfok.co.uk

Tue 27/07/10 L SLOW Park Race Series Dulwich Park TQ336736 / SE21 Organiser:
Carys Morgan, carys_morgan53@hotmail.com. CD: EOD.
http://www.sloweb.org.uk

Wed 28/07/10 L SAX Evening Event Danson Park TQ472754 / DA16 Organiser: Philip
Basford, philb@ntrg.u-net.com. CD: EOD. http://www.dfok.co.uk

Sat 31/07/10 -
Sat 07/08/10

I World Masters Orienteering Championships  

August 2010

Tue 03/08/10 L SLOW Park Race Series Brockwell Park TQ336736 / SE21 Organiser:
Mike Garvin, 020 7738 6570, mikegarvin1@googlemail.com. CD:
EOD. http://www.sloweb.org.uk

Wed 04/08/10 L SAX Evening Event Lesnes Abbey Woods TQ478783 / DA18
Organiser: Philip Basford, philb@ntrg.u-net.com. CD: EOD.
http://www.dfok.co.uk

Sat 07/08/10 -
Sun 15/08/10

I World Orienteering Championships

Sun 08/08/10 L SMOC Keyne O Caldecotte SP883357 / MK1 Organiser: Ric
Brackenbury, tpfkar@bigfoot.com. CD: EOD. http://www.smoc.info

Sun 08/08/10 L SAX Trail Challenge Knole Park/ Ightham Woods / TN13 Organiser:
Jerry Purkis, 01892 536332, jerry.purkis@shell.com . EPS-SI. CD:
EOD. http://www.saxons-oc.org

Wed 11/08/10 L OD Wed Even Local Event, Oakley Wood & Ashorne Hill Oakley
Wood & Ashorne Hill SP310589 / CV33 9PY Organiser: Sue Hallett,
01926 334982. CD: EOD. http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Wed 11/08/10 L SAX Evening Event Bostall Woods and Heath TQ466773 / DA18
Organiser: Philip Basford, philb@ntrg.u-net.com. CD: EOD.
http://www.dfok.co.uk
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August 2010

Wed 18/08/10 L SAX Evening Event Shooters Hill TQ445763 / SE18 Organiser: Philip
Basford, philb@ntrg.u-net.com. CD: EOD. http://www.dfok.co.uk

Sun 22/08/10 -
Fri 27/08/10

R Lakes 5 Day Regional Events - http://www.lakes5.org.uk/  EPS-SI. CD:
Online: 08/08/10 Postal: 20/06/10.

Sat 28/08/10 -
Mon 30/08/10

R EBOR White Rose Weekend - White Rose Regional Event (EBOR
Prize Event) Collis Rigg / YO Organiser: Bill Griffiths.
http://www.eborienteers.org.uk

Mon 30/08/10 R TVOC Didcot Urban Race Didcot Town SU530908 / OX11
Organiser: Martin Ricketts, martinricketts@waitrose .com. CD:
EOD. http://www.tvoc.org.uk

September 2010

Sat 04/09/10 R SYO Urban Race Ponderosa, Crookesmoor,Sheffield SK345881 / S6
3EA Organiser: Paul Bradbury, 0114 2463983. Sen: £8.00 Jun: £2.00
Stu: £2.00. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. Online: 30/08/10.
http://southyorkshireorienteers.org.uk

Sun 05/09/10 R MAROC Regional Event & Scottish O League 5 Birsemore / AB31
Organiser: Sarah Dunn, s.dunn@macaulay.ac.uk. CD: EOD.
http://www.marocscotland.org.uk

Sun 05/09/10 R LOG Lincoln City Urban Race Lincoln SK973719 / LN2 Organiser:
Sean Harrington, 01522 791344, sean@logonline.org.uk. CD: EOD.
http://www.logonline.org.uk

Fri 10/09/10 R Park World Tour Weekend - Sprint Qualification Scone Palace
NO115265 / PH2 Organiser: Scott Fraser, Scott.Fraser@scottish-
orienteering.org. Sen: £ TBC Jun: £ TBC Stu: £ TBC. CD: EOD.
Online: 01/01/70.

Sat 11/09/10 L TVOC Saturday series : Youlbury Scout Camp www.tvoc.org.uk

Sat 11/09/10 R Junior Home International Weekend (Closed Event) -  Relays Kinnoull
NO145237 / PH2 Organiser: Maureen Brown. CD: EOD.

Sat 11/09/10 R Park World Tour Weekend - Sprint Final Perth City Centre NO115235 /
PH2 Organiser: Scott Fraser, Scott.Fraser@scottish-orienteering.org.
Sen: £ TBC Jun: £ TBC Stu: £ TBC. CD: EOD. Online: 01/01/70.

Sun 12/09/10 L HH Local Event Sherrards Park Wood TL228142 / AL8 7SU
Organiser: Jenny Gostick. CD: EOD. http://www.happyherts.org.uk/
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September 2010

Sun 12/09/10 R DEVON SW Sprint Champs Exeter University SX920940 / EX4
Organiser: Roger Green, 01392 278512, roger-
green@blueyonder.co.uk. CD: EOD.
http://www.devonorienteering.co.uk

Sun 12/09/10 R SOC SOC Regional Event & SCOA League Acres Down  CD: EOD.
http://southampton-orienteers.org.uk

Sun 12/09/10 R SYO Colour Coded Event West Haigh & Howell Woods  CD: EOD.
http://southyorkshireorienteers.org.uk

Sun 12/09/10 R INT Junior Home International Weekend (Closed Event) - Individual
Devilla NS960885 / FK10 Organiser: Graham McIntyre. CD: EOD.
http://www.interlopers.org.uk/

Sun 12/09/10 R INT Park World Tour Weekend - Open Classic incorporating SoSOL 1
& the Scottish CompassSport Cup Heat Devilla NS960885 / FK10
Organiser: Graham McIntyre. CD: EOD. http://www.interlopers.org.uk/

Sun 12/09/10 R MEROC Regional Event Formby Dunes  CD: EOD.
http://www.meroc.co.uk

Sun 12/09/10 L HH Local Event Sherrards Park Wood TL228142 / AL8 7SU
Organiser: Jenny Gostick. CD: EOD. http://www.happyherts.org.uk/

Sun 12/09/10 L SMOC Keyne O Linford Wood SP845401 / MK14 Organiser: Stephen
Hardy, steve-hardy@hotmail.com. CD: EOD. http://www.smoc.info

Sat 18/09/10 R SLOW - City of London Race  TQ325803  CD: EOD.
http://www.sloweb.org.uk

Sat 18/09/10 L CHIG CATI  TQ417963  CD: EOD. http://www.chig.org.uk

Sun 19/09/10 R AIRE Regional Event   SD978711  CD: EOD. http://www.aire.org.uk

Sun 19/09/10 R DVO Regional Event  SK243553  CD: EOD. http://www.dvo.org.uk/

Fri 24/09/10 R Junior European Cup Sprint Event  NO507165  CD: EOD.

October 2010 onwards

Sat 02/10/10 L OD Sprint Event Stoneleigh Park  SP329712  CD: EOD.
http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Sun 03/10/10 R OD Warwick Urban Race  SP287648  CD: EOD. http://www.octavian-
droobers.org
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October 2010 onwards

Sat 09/10/10 L TVOC Saturday Series – Oxford University Parks www.tvoc.org.uk

Sun 10/10/10 R BKO SCOA League Colour Coded event  SU824811  CD: EOD. http://
www.bko.org.uk [This may be the Yvette Baker Trophy round - Ed]

Sat 23/10/10 R SMOC MK O-Sprint &  EA League  SP885375  CD: EOD.
http://www.smoc.info

Sun 24/10/10 R TVOC Regional Event Kingswood SU891941  CD: EOD.
http://www.tvoc.org.uk

Sat 06/11/10 R BAOC Senior Home International Relays  SU615615  CD: EOD. http://
www.baoc.org.uk

Sun 14/11/10 R MV Mole Valley South East Families and Veterans  TQ084515  CD:
EOD. http://www.mvoc.org

Sun 28/11/10 R SN Regional Event   SU835496  CD: EOD.
http://southernnavigators.com

Sun 19/12/10 R TVOC Regional Event Wendover SP889090  CD: EOD.
http://www.tvoc.org.uk

Sun 06/02/11 R SMOC Regional Event   SP658448  CD: EOD. http://www.smoc.info

Sun 13/03/11 N TVOC National Event & Southern Championships, Hambelden
SU765865  CD: EOD. http://www.tvoc.org.uk
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'Read this and weep...' - Bucks Youth Games. © Denise Harper
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TVOC team victorious at the Harvester Trophy – photo supplied by Martin
Ricketts

Comparing splits, Shotover The busy life of a planner - Shotover
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See inside on page 7


