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Cancelling an orienteering event due to the weather is a very rare occurrence; usually due to
problems with travel or car parking.  Unfortunately, this year it happened to us with the
Chiltern Challenge at Christmas Common.  I am sure the organisers, Jon and Glynis Wheatcroft
made the correct decision in the circumstances.  We are currently trying to find a suitable date
to re-schedule the event.  We have also started on next year’s event, planned for Nettlebed,
including an extension to the north of the main road.

We are in the middle of another Saturday series of events co-ordinated by Mark Thompson.  As
well as the usual regulars looking for some training, these events are still attracting newcomers
trying the sport.  The recent event at Shotover, in particular, had many “independents”.  Please
try to encourage a friend to try the sport at one of these events.

A number of TVOC members featured on the podium at the Southern Championships at
Burnham Beeches, as well as a few representing England in the Interland competition.
Congratulations to them.  Now we have the British Championships to look forward to!
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6 TVOC members participated at Mytchett near Farnborough in January , 4 medals were won. 

M21: Tuomas Tala 1st place M21L (on the cover photo); Mikko Heinonen 2nd place
M55: Mikhail Gryaznevich 2nd place M55L
M60: Jim Prowting 3rd place. M60L

Antti Salmi and Volker Naulin also represented the club but missed out on medals!
cover photo: Tuomas Tala winning M21L at the British Night Championships in January
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New members
TVOC gives a warm welcome to new Seniors Marie-Anne Fischer, Tony Smith, Edgars
Bertuks, Hedley Proctor and Ricardo Fernandes, and also to the Tippet family. Rudolf
Freimanis has rejoined after a short absence. We wish you all happy and successful orienteering
and good luck to those running for TVOC in the forthcoming relays and inter-club
competitions. (Some might have happened before you read this - hope there are happy faces!)

Membership list for next issue.
The membership list will be distributed with the next issue, so now is the time to make sure
your details are up to date. If you get this newsletter, then obviously your address is correct, but
email addresses are more of a quick method to get in touch with other TVOCers at short notice,
so it's useful for me to have the latest one as I get asked throughout the year. Please let me
know any changes at ����������	
��
�������
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It has been a busy and successful 2008 for the SCOA Junior Squad.  Our membership has
grown to over 35 juniors and we have held 17 training days and weekends.  Here are some of
the highlights:

� Junior Interregionals were held near Richmond and Warcop – squad produced solid
performances and were 9th overall, despite being half the squad size of other regions.

� Tamsin Moran (SOC) attended the Lagganlia summer tour and Peter Bray (SN)
attended the Badaguish summer tour.  Both received excellent tour reports.  Peter has
been selected for the ISF World Schools Championships 2009 in Madrid and Tamsin
has been selected as a reserve.

� Joint training in October with South-east Juniors, in November with West Midlands
and East Midlands juniors and in December with South-west Juniors.
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� Junior Squad ran a fundraising Wednesday army event, on 29th October 2008, raising
about £570.  Mark Salmon planned excellent courses and thanks to all the squad
members who helped on the day.

� Hawkshead weekend in the Lake District in November for 15 and 16 year olds - we
trained together with the East Anglian juniors - a super weekend, great terrain and
weather.

� Interland 2008 selections for coach/helpers Roger Thetford and Jane Morgan.  Jane is
also the 2008 W45 British Champion.

Looking forward to 2009, we have several training activities planned.  Our current training
dates and locations are as follows:

Date Details Comments

7th March 2009 Saturday SCOA Junior Squad Training Area to be advised

28th March 2009 Saturday SCOA Junior Squad Training Area to be advised

2nd / 3rd May 2009 Regional and National event & FCC
Final - Forest of Dean 

Weekend of competition 

6th June 2009 Saturday SCOA Junior Squad Training Area to be advised

29th August 2009 Saturday SCOA Junior Squad TrainingArea to be advised

12th and 13th
September 2009

Junior Interregional Championships Northern Ireland

3rd October 2008 Saturday SCOA Junior Squad TrainingArea to be advised

28th October 2008 Wednesday Army event organised by
squad

All profits go to squad funds

7th November 2008 Saturday SCOA Junior Squad Training Area to be advised

28th and 29th
November 2008

Hawkshead weekend in Lakes District for 15s and 16s

5th December 2008 Saturday SCOA Junior Squad Training Area to be advised

We need more qualified coaches to help at training and plan an occasional training day.
Coaching is a 'great route choice' for putting something back into sport and British Orienteering
is continuing to make positive progress in their development and support for coaching at all
levels in our sport.  Coaching qualifications such as the UKCC Level 1 course, are nationally
recognised and are a good place to start.  There is a Level 1 course being planned in our region
[Longmoor] on 21st and 22nd March and 4th April 2009.   If you need more information,
please contact Dave Rogers directly or visit the coaching pages on the British Orienteering
website [ http://www.britishorienteering.org.uk/developing/award-scheme.php ].
We welcome all SCOA juniors of about Orange standard and above and aged 10 or so to 18
years to join us at the Saturday training days. We meet at 1015 hrs and finish about 1500 hrs.
You need to bring your lunch, a drink, £1 to cover map and access costs, and your orienteering
kit. Please contact Dave Rogers [SCJS Squad Manager, Tel: 01344 628 623, Mobile: 07799
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075 236, E-mail:�����������
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��  ] if you want to know more or will be coming
along. You can also visit the squad's website at:  �����
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Just occasionally I have a run where nearly all the controls appear exactly as anticipated  –  but
even then I realise afterwards there were a number of poor route choices or minor errors which
add up to quite a lot of “time lost”. Comparison of my splits with those of the fastest on each
leg is sobering and usually increases my estimate of lost time.

However at the Concord Chase I excelled myself by
making two colossal blunders.

I had looked at my map and thought “#5: North; cross
track; follow ditch; when it ends, carry straight on till the
fence; follow fence till corner; compass bearing. Easy!” 

But the going near the ditch is not at all good so I move
some way away and “navigate parallel”  where the going
is perhaps marginally better but still not easy for pace
counting so I don’t.  When I next look at the ditch, it
looks more like a bank. “Never mind – the ditch will be
on the other side -  on to that fence.” And on I go. “Surely
I should have reached that fence by now. Has the fence
been removed and mapper & planner not noticed?”  I go
on, and on. “A large thicket on my left? Not on the map!.
*%$* I don’t know where I am.” 

I hack out of the grot, incorrectly relocate on a path by
ignoring a compass discrepancy, and eventually relocate
correctly back on the track at the beginning of that ditch!
More blunders and relocation stupidity continue for #6 as
I try to make up time.

So what were my mistakes?
1. Having noticed what appeared to be a bank I

should have looked for it on the map instead of
thinking it was a bit of questionable mapping. I
would have discovered that there was indeed a
bank marked adjacent to that fence. I am sure
that if I had looked closely at the bank I would
have seen a simple wire fence too.

2. I should have used my compass to check the direction of the bank. I would have
found that it was not the same direction as the ditch.

3. I should have had more faith that the mapper had done a good job.

6
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Lessons: 
1. Map memory is fine  -  but as soon as you see something that is not quite right, stop

and think. 

2. When you come across a significant line feature check its bearing

3. Don’t use grotty terrain as an excuse for not pace counting. 

4. Believe the map is probably correct. 

5. You can’t make up time. The best you can do is not to lose some more.
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Not so long ago, when we wanted to see what events to go to, we had T’Voice newsletter,
Compasssport and BOF magazine now called Orienteering Focus.  Now we have the computer.

What if we do not have a computer and do not subscribe to Compasssport? We then have only
our newsletter for future events as fixtures are not now included with the Focus.

Looking through the list of TVOC members there are only half a dozen or so who do not list
their e-mail address but most probably have a computer in any case.

On the BOF website there is a new fixture list and search facility.  There you can search by
postcode, there is a set of symbols explaining what is available and further details in the form
of a flyer and the event fees.  Just enter your postcode, enter within 100 miles and put 30 entries
per page, search and the computer does the rest.  The site is still being updated so it can only
get better. The site is at �������
��������
������������������
���������
����

Another website worth looking at is: ������������
��� which again has a postcode facility, a
map showing events in your locality and how many weekends they are away from 1 to 10.  It
also gives the distance from your postcode to the event, the location OS number and link to the
organising club.  Distances are as the crow flies so use your sat-nav for accuracy.

Our son, Peter who lives in North Wales, finds the postcode very useful.  When he is away
from home on business he enters the postcode for where he is staying to find events in that
locality.

Happy fixture finding and good orienteering when you get there.

#�������$�
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When:- Sunday 29th March 2009
Where:- Pamber Forest, Nr Tadley SU615615

TVOC have been drawn in the SCOA round of the Compass Sport Cup which is being hosted
by BADO.

Entry fees for TVOC members are being subsidised by the club and are £5.00 Seniors, Juniors
free. Entries have to be made via the club, you cannot enter directly or enter on the day.

If you want to take part please can you complete the form, which is available on the website
and in the last newsletter and return it too me by 11th March at the latest, together with a
cheque payable to TVOC.

There are 8 courses, planned to the following guidelines.

1. Brown Men Open 
2. Blue Women Open
3. Blue Men M45+ M20
4. Green Women W45+ W20
5. Green Men M60+ 
6. Short Green Veterans M75+ W60+ 
7. Light Green Juniors Men/Women 18
8. Orange Men/Women 14

In addition the organizers should provide White and Yellow
courses 

I will publish the start times on the TVOC website and circulate them via the e-mail list.
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At the last club meeting it was agreed that the club would set the entry fees for the Compass
Sport Cup, British and JK Relays at a rate that should offer a small discount from the actual
fees. 

Please can you return the forms to me ASAP, please note the JK closing date, we can enter later
but with an increased fee.

8
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1st March 2009 at Beaulieu & Dibden, New Forest
Closing date for TVOC, preferably before 7th Jan, Final closing date 2nd Feb
Entry Fee Senior £10.00, Juniors Free, please send cheque, payable to TVOC, with entry

BOF No Emit No /
'H' if hiring

Age
class

Name Split
start?

Birth
year

Fee

TOO LATE!

TOO LATE!

TOO LATE!

TOO LATE!

� �#
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29th March 2009 at Pamber Forest, Tadley (venue TBC )
Closing date for TVOC entries to be advised
Entry Fee Senior £5.00, Juniors Free, please send cheque, payable to TVOC, with entry

BOF No Emit No /
'H' if hiring

Age
class

Name Split
start?

Birth
year

Fee

&3�2��
�

13th April 2009 at Dipton, Hexham
Closing date for TVOC entries 23rd January 2009
Entry Fee Senior £10.00, Juniors Free, please send cheque, payable to TVOC, with entry

BOF No Emit No /
'H' if hiring

Age
class

Name Split
start?

Birth
year

Fee

Please send completed forms together with a cheque (payable to TVOC) to:-
John Worth, 6 Jespers Hill, Faringdon, Oxon, SN7 7BH  tel 01367 243817
e-mail �������
��������������
����
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This year the National Trust is holding a 10K trail race at Bradenham planned for 21st June. 

When the race was discussed a short while ago I offered to be the prime mover to keep our
relationship on a firm footing and to acknowledge the support they have given to TVOC. The
organising team will be myself, Gary Walford and Merlyn Vyner.

There are no firm details yet other than parking which will be the field used for CC06 and the
night orienteering relay 2008. It is unlikely it will run through the woods as, being SSSI,
English Nature always have to be informed and as I keep pestering them for orienteering I'm
reluctant to also bring this one on board. 

 For the record, this year alone TVOC has used the woods for 2 summer series runs (Naphill
and Downley), 1 Saturday series (Hughenden), the CC08 (Naphill) and the Harvester Night
Relays (Bradenham). Additionally Merlyn and the Burford School had weekly training sessions
there on Weds evenings from September through to November using the large field for
assembly and parents parking.

In all cases the National Trust were very forthcoming with permissions though never requested
payment. I have been honourable as the main contact person and made  donations to them from
the 2 big events but paid nothing for the others. 

Though this is not an orienteering trail race I hope I can rely on a few helpers to bring this
together on behalf of the National Trust. Like lots of organisations cash is not flowing as freely
these days and this is venture I shall be organising for their fund raising. 

I’ll get back with more information as arrangements develop. For your calendar it is the
weekend following the proposed Coombe Hill “O” event.

'����(��)���
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I write this as the snow lies on the ground but I dream of running through warm sunlit forests, I
also dream that one day I will be fit!

We hope to hold our Summer Series of training events from the start of May through to late
July, providing a weekly opportunity, on a Tuesday or Wednesday, for a run in woodland on
testing mini courses. The format is similar to before with three loops giving a maximum length
of 5.0Km, an intermediate length technical course and one suitable for beginners. A convenient
Pub will allow for post run refreshments and discussions.

The first run will be on Brill Common on Tuesday 5 May with a mass start at 1915hrs.

The full programme should be published in the May edition of T’VOICE and all details will be
on the TVOC website under Summer Series.

The first two evenings will have a 1915hrs mass start and thereafter, as the evenings get lighter,
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the mass starts will be at 1930hrs.

There are some gaps in the programme at present – please volunteer to fill them.

Arranged so far:

Day Date Venue Organiser Start

Tues 5 May Brill Common,
SP 652142

John Spence
01844 237639

19:15

Wed 13 May Shotover, Oxford
SP 564062

John Thompson
01235 529308

19:15

Wed 20 May ? ? 19:30

Tues 26 May ? ? 19:30

Tues 2 June Downley Common
SU 848957

Brian Palmer
01494 528845

19:30

Tues 9 June Wendover Steve Long

01442 891553

19:30

Wed 17 June Bloom Wood
Signed from SU 855891

Fred Ashford

01494 534972

19:30

Wed 24 June Bernwood, Oxford SP 611117 Ian Buxton

01296 429 829

19:30

Tues 30 June Hodgemoor Woods SP 612117 Roger Lott

01494 729297

19:30

Wed 8 July ? ?

Tues 14 July Youlbury, Oxford SP 482030 Ali Kempson

01235 767144

19:30

Wed 22 July Didcot Urban Event Roger Thetford

01235 221139

19:30

Tues/Wed 28/29 July ?  ?

Please check the website for full details and any changes to the programme. Changes may occur
as most of the above are awaiting landowner permission.

!����*���������+,-./�/-0.+1%
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I have to date entered the following teams. IT IS NOT TOO LATE TO ENTER IF YOU
HAVEN’T ALREADY DONE SO

The running orders are provisional, please let me know if you want to change them.

Please note:

� teams 1 – 6 inclusive the legs are Long, Short, Long

� Team 7 mini relay all legs are yellow standard

� Team 8 Mixed Ad Hoc, legs are Light Green, Light Green and Orange (the leg order
is random)

TVOC 1, W120 Inara Gipsle Alison Smith Carol Edwards

TVOC 2, M165 Mikhail Gryaznevich Alun Jones Neville Baker

TVOC 3, M165 Dave Kingham Martin Ricketts Jim Prowting

TVOC 4, M165 Nigel Bunn Roger Baker Roger Thetford

TVOC 5, M165 John Dalton John Thompson Colin Duckworth

TVOC 6, Men's Short Rudolf Freimanis John Worth Daniel Fopma

TVOC 7, Mini Relay Fiona Bunn David Bunn Alexander Dalton

TVOC 8, Mixed Ad Hoc TBA Christopher Dalton Ian Buxton

Reserves Ali Kempson  Gary Mills Mark Thompson

!����&��
���	����	��
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TVOC have been contacted by the organisers of 'Zodiac 09', Oxfordshire Scouts' next
Countywide Camp, to see if we would be able to help organise some activities at their event.
Zodiac 09 will be held between 22 and 25 May 2009 at Thame Showground and is open to
everybody in Oxfordshire Scouting from Beavers to Network and their leaders.

Please could any club members who would be available to help please contact Peter Riches at
��
��
��
���	������
��� – if we do not have sufficient volunteers we will not be able to
put on any activities which would be a shame, as this would be a good opportunity to introduce
orienteering to some younger members.

We hope if possible to discuss this at the next committee meeting on 17th March at the Merry
Bells, Wheatley.

���$�
�����	���
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As you are aware the competition structure is changing and implementation has already
commenced.

Whilst 2009 will be a year of transition into the new competition structure there are some
changes which need to be made shortly. The first of the visible changes will be included in the
next publication of the fixture list on the British Orienteering web site on Monday evening 24
November 2008.

The Competitions Structure will, from 1 Jan 2009, be a 3 level structure of Local, Regional and
National events. In order to reflect this within the Fixture list we have adopted a two staged
process that can best be shown diagramatically.

Note: There are no changes to 2008 events.

The biggest change for most clubs and participants will be that the current Level 4 District
Events will become Local Events in 2009. In order to make this change all of the Level 4
District Events being staged in 2009 and onward, that have already been registered in the
Fixture list, will be re-labelled as Level 5 – Local Events from Monday 24 November. If clubs
would like to upgrade them as Regional Events they should approach their Association Fixtures
Secretary in the normal manner.

Although some of the modifications to the fixtures list involved in this first stage of the
implementation have been straightforward there has been considerable work by the National
Fixtures Secretary to manually change some of the event registrations to fit the new structure –
these have mostly been naming issues. Please, if you have any queries when you see the Fixture
List, the first port of call should be to your Association Fixtures Secretary.

Regarding these changes please refer any comments on the restructuring of Competitions to the
Chief Executive at�������
����
��������
�������������  and not to the volunteer
fixtures secretaries who have enough on their plates already!

The second phase in these changes will be in January when the Event Registration System and
Fixture List will be updated and moved more fully into the British Orienteering online
management system currently being tested.

'����#2'�������
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The editor wearing the new TVOC o-top at the Long
Valley event in December. Photos by Anne Edwards.

I  am now taking  orders  for  the  new
club  kit.   Design  as picture  but  with
logo  and  coloured  black,  white  and
blue.
Sizes  -  XXS-30-32,  XS-32-34,  S-34-
36,  M-38-40,  L-40-42,  XL-42-44,
XXL-44-46.
Either long or short sleeve.
Cheque (payable to Thames Valley O
C)  with  order  please.  £25  per  shirt,
subsidised by the club.  Can be sent to
me  at  15  Hillside  Close  Chalfont  St
Peter Bucks SL9 0HJ, or at any of the
Saturday Series events.

$�
�����	���
Editor's note: when the kit was first advertised it claimed to be '...made from a technical fabric
that will make you run faster...' - I can confirm that this is the case having shaved over 1
min/km off my expected time at Long Valley, the JOK chasing sprint and also at the Burnham
Beeches national event...!

������
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held on 20th January 2009
At Merry Bells, Wheatley

Present:  Neville Baker, Ian Buxton, James
Head, Mikhail Gryaznevitch, John Worth,
Roger Baker, John Dalton, Yvonne Hodson,
Fred Ashworth, John Thompson, John
Wheatcroft, Glynis Wheatcroft, Lyn Blackie,
John Farren, Martin Ricketts, John Spence

Apologies:  Colin Duckworth, Barrie
Walmsley, Alun Jones

In the chair:  Neville Baker

1. Minutes of last meeting:  

Accepted

2. Actions from last meeting:  

Neville Baker to bring 2009/10 fixture list –
see item 4

3. Past events

13th December, Wendover, Saturday Series,
only 21 people due to rain, ~10 newcomers,
Ian Buxton’s first event as organiser, no
problems.   

20th December, Wendover, no problems
reported, farmer (parking field) had to pull
Ultrasport out but was happy with event

17th January, Brill, Saturday Series, 64
people, organiser John Spence had to re-plan
at last moment due to cattle enclosure on
common. 

4. Future events

8th February, Christmas Common, Chiltern
Challenge.  Organisers John & Glynis
Wheatcroft reported 

� 227 entries so far and they did not

14



expect many more.  Others were
less pessimistic.

� Their main worry was the car park.
They would cancel if wet.  Neville
Baker said cancellation should be
avoided if possible.  It was agreed
that profit (or loss) was of
secondary importance and that they
should hire a van to transport Fred
Ashford’s wooden boards to cover
entrance.  

� Mementoes for helpers would not
be provided.  

� The planners (Mark Thompson,
Peter Riches) had agreed the
courses and thought that the area
“would compare … favourably
with any of the more popular areas,
for both runnability and technical
challenge”.

� They would like help with control
picking

� New equipment for Emit &
registration was agreed – see AOB

� Everything else was in hand

14th February, Shotover, Saturday Series,
John Thompson, joint event with Oxford
council.  He will publicise.

Action:  John Thompson

5th April, Waterperry.  Planner John Spence
had not got permission for land or car park
yet.  He will expedite.  Organiser is Peter
Narramore and controller is John Thompson.

Action: John Spence

14th June, Coombe Hill, parking hopefully in
Wendover station car park.  Organiser agreed
subject to securing car park.

Action:  Lyn Blackie

27th September, sprint at Halton

20th December, Wendover

14th February, 2010, Chiltern Challenge,
Hambleden or Nettlebed 

11th April, 2010

6th June, 2010, Nettlebed or Hambleden

24th October, 2010, Kingswood

19th December, 2010, Wendover

13th February, 2011, Chiltern Challenge

Regarding venues, John Dalton thought that
Hambleden might be available.  Linkage to
other events might be possible.  Fred Ashford
thought that Nettlebed should be available
(collecting for Sue Ryder) with an extension
for larger events.  Neville Baker said that a
larger event (e.g. Southern Championships)
could be obtained for Hambleden in 2011, if
it was not used for Chiltern Challenge in
2010

Action:  John Dalton and Fred Ashford to
report by next meeting

5. Summer Series

With no other volunteers forthcoming John
Thompson will continue to organise.  The
events should avoid TVOC club meetings
and BKO events.  The early events should be
in the Oxford area (to suit OUOC).  First
event will be on 5th May.  

John Last asked if more than 4 events,
preferably all, could count for scoring, as he
would like to see emphasis on participation.
John Thompson will consider increasing the
number of scoring events.  

John Thompson will ask for volunteers and
make a draft fixture list for the next
newsletter.

Action:  John Thompson

6. Officers reports

Treasurer:  Martin Ricketts reported that we
have ~£3500 in our current account and
£7200 in our savings account.  He would like
to change our account from Barclays to
Lloyds due to bad forms & service at
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Barclays.  The meeting agreed that he could
move the account.

Newsletter:  John Thompson congratulated
the new editor on continuing a high standard
of newsletters.  Ian Buxton said that he was
disappointed about the lack of contributions
for the next newsletter received so far.  The
closing date for the March edition will be
after the Chiltern Challenge.

7. Clubmark & Mapping

No reports.  No discussion.

8. Any other business

The new team leader for EMIT and
registration will be Alun Jones.  The meeting
thanked Barrie Walmsley for doing an
excellent job for many years.

Alun Jones proposed buying a new generator
as the old one had failed.  This was agreed.

Action:  Alun Jones

The registration laptop had failed.  James
Head will see if he can mend it.  Failing this
Alun Jones is authorised to buy a new
computer (up to £400)

Action:  James Head & Alun Jones

The registration tent is broken.  We will buy

a new one similar to the string course tent.
Lyn Blackie will advise.  John Thompson
will buy.

Action: Lyn Blackie & John Thompson

Denise Harper & Paul Murphy of Pinnacle
Events had asked Neville Baker if TVOC
were interested in running events at Blenheim
Palace.  TVOC had run events there before
but the parking had become too expensive.
Roger Baker had organised events there for
other organisations.  He said that the area was
limited.  James Head will look at the woods
and advise Neville Baker.  Neville Baker will
express interest in principle.

Action:  James Head & Neville Baker

Anyone changing their address (especially e-
mail) should advise Lyn Blackie, Ian Buxton
and Yvonne Hodson

9. Next meeting(s)

The next meeting will be 8pm on 17th March
at Merry Bells, Wheatley.

Following meetings will be on 19th May,
21st July, 15th September and 17th
November.

!����3��
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The Waterperry  Event planned for April 2009 may not now be running as there are problems
with permissions. Keep an eye on the web site for updates – ����
��
��������

This year's Chiltern Challenge regional event planned for February  was snowed off, it is
currently planned to re-schedule this for Sunday 31st May subject to permissions etc. 

A Colour-coded event is planned at Coombe Hill on 14th June – Further details will be in the
next newsletter, or see the web site at ����
��
��������

The Chiltern Challenge 2010 will take place on Sunday 14th February 2010 at Nettlebed by
kind permission of the Fleming family and the Lord Alvingham. The area to be used sits north
and south of the A4130 southeast of Nettlebed. Mapping, by Martin Ricketts and John Farren,
has already begun. The organiser is Fred Ashford and the planner Roger Thetford.
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Family groups completed the Shotover Saturday series
event in February despite the conditions!

Geoff Geere at the Burnham
Beeches National event

Jim Prowting (right) taking 3rd
M60 at Interland 2009,

Burnham Beeches

Anne Edwards on her way to 2nd Place at the JOK
chasing sprint

The loneliness of the long-distance orienteer... 
Eridge Park, January
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This information is not guaranteed to be correct. Please check on web site or phone numbers
given or  answer-phones  0118 946 4354 (SCOA) or 0181 948 6056 (SEOA) before
travelling.  If no phone number is given, consider the event as doubtful

Key:  L = Local, R = Regional, N = National

March 2009
Sat 7th L BKO Saturday Event, Benyons Inclosure. See www.bko.org.uk for details.

Sat 7th L HH Saturday Event, Cassiobury Park, Watford. www.happyherts.org.uk

8th

L WCH Regional Event & Midland Championships. Hednesford Camp &
Birches Valley, Cannock. SK006141. Tracy Craig, 01785 787820.
craig.family@ntlworld.com £8.00/£2.00 BOF -£2 for adults. EPS-SI. N/a.
Parking TBA. Yes, dogs on leads.. SI card hire £1. www.walton-
chasers.co.uk 

15th

R DFOK Regional Event. Cobham and Shorne, Gravesend. TQ682699.
Organiser: Andrew Evans, 0207 620 0389 between 9 and 10pm only.
andrew.evans444@btinternet.com Postal Entries: Philip Craven, 67 Daneby
Road, Catford, London, SE6 2QF, 0208 697 7008 (9-10pm only).
firhayes@gmail.com CD Postal: 28/02/09 CD online: 03/03/09. Late
entries on line only by 10/03/09 + £2.00/50p £11/£4, £2 discount for senior
BOF members. Lim EOD + £2.00/50p. Chq: DFOK. EPS-SI. String course.
CC courses - White, Yellow, Orange and Light Green. Parking £2.00. Dogs
allowed on leads. ONLINE ENTRIES PREFERRED www.fabian4.co.uk
www.dfok.co.uk 

Sat 21st L TVOC Wendover – see Saturday series page for details.

22nd

R SARUM Regional Event, Sarum Saunter. Fonthill Woods, Hindon.
ST909307. Dave & Denise Mullins, 01963 33579. denamul@aol.com EPS-
Emit. String course. Dogs in car park only on lead and not allowed in the
woods. www.sarumo.org.uk Entries www.ntrees.co.uk CD 15/3/09 

Sat 28th L BKO Saturday Event, Bloom Wood. See www.bko.org.uk for details.

29th

L BADO Compass Sport Cup First Round. Pamber Forest, Tadley.
SU615610. Mike Broderick, 01256 351624. wbroderick@lineone.net
£7.00/£3.00. EPS-Emit. No dogs. Competing clubs only. Senior Emit hire
£1.00; there is no fee for Emit hire for Juniors. www.bado.org.uk

April 2009

Sat 4th N British Age Class Sprint Championships Stirling University, NS802967
Organiser: Beccy Osborn 01786 823171 CD 21/03/09 www.fvo.org.uk
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5th L Mole Valley Local event, between Crawley/Horsham. www.mvoc.org 

10th -
13th

N JAN KJELLSTROM ORIENTEERING FESTIVAL
10th - JK SPRINT. Newcastle University, Newcastle. NZ248654.
11th - JK DAY 1. Kyloe woods, Berwick-upon-Tweed. NU058396.
12th - JK DAY 2. Detchant, Shiellow, Greensheen Hill & Cockenheugh,
Berwick-upon-Tweed. NU083350.
13th - JK Relay. Dipton, Hexham. NY975605. JK Coordinator: Boris
Spence, 01670 860897. coordinator@jk2009.org.uk Entries: JK 2009, 6
Aln Court, Ellington, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 5LR.
entries@jk2009.org.uk CD: 28/02/09 for elites, 20/03/09 for others. Fees -
see website. Chq: JK 2009. EPS-SI. String course. Entry via website
preferred; entries open 01/12/08. www.jk2009.org.uk/

Sat 18th L TVOC,Wittenham Clumps – see Saturday series page for details.

19th

N LOC Northern Championships & FCC Round. Graythwaite, Ulverston.
SD352922. Organiser: Sue Butterfield, 01229 582770 (before 8pm).
bbobsue12@aol.com Postal Entries: Margaret Buckley, Russets, Yans
Lane, Storth, Milnthorpe, Cumbria, LA7 7LJ, 01539 563606.
gentries@lakeland-orienteering.org.uk Postal CD: 23/03/09. Online CD:
27/3/09. £12.50/£5.00 (less £2.00 for full BOF seniors). Lim EOD +
£2.00/£2.00. Chq: Lakeland Orienteering Club. EPS-SI. Dogs on lead in car
park only, not on courses. Online entries via www.oentries.com.
www.lakeland-orienteering.org.uk

19th

R SO SO "Charity" Regional & SE League. Goodwood Winkins,
Goodwood, nr Chichester. SU898113. Organiser: Barrie Pearson, 01403
752338. Entries: Jaquie Drake, East Cottage, Vuggles Farm, Newick, East
Sussex, BN8 4RU, 01273 400603. entries@vuggles.co.uk CD: unknown.
TBA SO juniors free. Lim EOD. Chq: Southdowns Orienteers. EPS-SI.
Light Green, Orange, Yellow & White, String course. Parking £1.00. Dogs
in car park only. On line entries and other event details at
www.vuggles.co.uk/winkins.htm or via website. A minimum of £3 per
adult will be donated to support four local hospices. SO 24-hr Ansaphone -
recorded event information 01903-239186. www.southdowns-
orienteers.org.uk

Sat 25th L BKO Saturday Event, Upper Star Posts. See www.bko.org.uk for details.

May 2009

Sat 2nd
– Mon
4th

R
N

TRIPLE O SEVERN WEEKEND
2nd - NGOC Regional Event & FCC Cup Final. Mallards Pike,
Cinderford, Glos. SO629092. Roger Coe, 01594 510444.
randvcoe@btinternet.com Fees TBA. EPS-SI. W, Y & LG, String course.
Dogs allowed on lead in parking field. See Triple Severn Entries. Full
registration pending
3rd - BOK The "Mike Nelson BOKTrot" NATIONAL EVENT & FCC
Final. New Beechenhurst, Forest of Dean. Organiser: Howard Thomas,
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01225 334611. howard@cotswolds5.demon.co.uk Entries: TBA. CD:
unknown. Fees TBA. EPS-SI. String course. Full registration pending
4th - SWOC Score Event. Cannop Ponds, Cinderford. SO629092. Kate
Balmond, 07811 942762. Fees TBA. EPS-SI. www.swoc.org.uk

Sat 9th L TVOC/OUOC Oxford Parks -  see Saturday series page for details.

Sat 9th
N NOC British Elite Sprint Championships. Nottingham University

Campus, Nottingham. SK540385.  Mick Lucking, 0115 922 5578.
mick@lucking.co.uk Fees TBA. EPS-SI. 

10th

N LEI British Elite and Age Class Middle Distance Championships.
Thringstone and Cademan Woods, Loughborough. SK435184.  Organiser:
Chris Phillips, 0116 255 0330. onecphillips@lineone.net Entries: addressee
TBA. CD: 15/04/09. £12.50/£3.50. Late entries +£1.00 postal 25/04/09,
online by 27/04/09. No EOD for Middle Champs. EPS-SI. Maximum of
250 per course. Starts till 14.00. EOD for colour coded courses - White,
Yellow & Orange - £5.00/£1.00. Dogs in car park only. Parking £1.00.
Online entry via Fabian4. www.emoa.org.uk

10th L BKO District Event, Cold Ash. See www.bko.org.uk for details.

Sat 16th L BKO Saturday Event, Rushall Woods. See www.bko.org.uk for details.

17th
R OD Regional Event. Bentley Wood, Atherstone, Warks. SP291966.

Carolyn Marr , 01926 735390 . Fees TBC £10.00/£3.00 +Emit Hire £1.
EPS-Emit. Parking £1.00.

Sat 23rd
N National Event & Scottish Championships  Dunachtonmore & Balavil

NH809038 Organiser: Lesley Campbell 01463 231686
stracathro13@tiscali.co.uk 

Sat
23rd-
Mon
25th

R Springtime in Shropshire Regional Events
23rd - Rorrington and Stapeley  SO302975 Organiser: Graham Hardy,
01584 862418. gah@f2s.com 
24th Brown Clee  SO615814 Organiser George Chambers  0121 532 4781
gechambers@blueyonder.co.uk 
25th Corndon SO309967  Organiser: Richard Lewis, 01948 840428
organiser3@sins.org.uk 
Entries: addressee TBA. CD: 9/5/09. Fees TBA. EPS-SI. Check website for
breaking news. www.sins.org.uk

Mon
25th

R York City Park Urban Race York SE605518  Organiser Mark White
01904 781150 Fees TBA. EPS-SI  CD 16/5/09. see
www.eborienteers.org.uk 

31st R TVOC Chiltern Challenge – see separate page, or www.tvoc.org.uk  

June2009
Sat 6th L TVOC Green Park, nr Wendover - see Saturday series page for details.
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THAMES VALLEY ORIENTEERING CLUB 
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events in Oxfordshire/Buckinghamshire

 September 2008 to June 2009

Do you enjoy challenge, adventure fun, excitement, maps, just being out in the countryside?
Then come and try Orienteering – an adventure sport for all – at this series of Saturday morning
events organised by TVOC.

These events are specially designed for juniors, school and youth groups, and adult newcomers,
in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. Courses on offer will be easy to moderate and a 5km
course for experienced orienteers.

Registration: 10.30-11.30 a.m. Starts: 11.00 -12.30; courses close 14.00   Cost:   seniors £2, 
juniors £1 per map.

Come prepared wearing suitable outdoor clothing. No equipment needed.  

Dates Venue Organiser 

17th  Jan
09

Brill Common, Brill
SP652142

John Spence 01844 237639 

14th Feb
09

Shotover Park, Oxford
SP564062

John Thompson 01235 529308

21st Mar
09

Wendover Woods, Wendover
SP888090

Steve Long 01442 891553  
£3 Car Park Fee

18th Apr
09

Wittenham Clumps, Near
Didcot SU567924

John Last 01865 407873 

9thMay 09 University Parks, Oxford
SP515072

OUOC Alison Crocker 07766
105545 Joint with Cuppers.

6th Jun 09 Green Park (nr Wendover /
Aston Clinton) SP888115

Andrew Chalmers
01494 726928

Further details www.tvoc.org.uk or contact Mark Thompson - pigsty14@fsmail.net  or phone
01753 893590 evenings 
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TVOC Saturday Series Event
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Saturday 21st March 2009

Travel
Directions

The event will be signed from the B4009 between Wendover and Tring, at
the turning for St Leonards and Cholesbury, SP887108.

Parking Enter the forest at the main entrance SP887105. On reaching the main car
park follow signs to the event parking at SP886085. £3 per car payable at
the pay and display machines on entry to the forest. You may also pay  by
phone – see the Forestry Commission website
�

�������������
���������������
���� !"#$!%&'(   for details.
Number is 0844 8449 997, location is 8058. Mobile signal is intermittent in
the woods, but you can pay before arriving or after leaving.

Courses
Offered

Yellow – easy. Suitable for younger beginners with basic map reading
skills. About 2.5km
Orange – harder. Suitable for improving young orienteers who have
mastered the yellow course, and adult beginners with basic map reading
skills. About 3.5km
Light Green – moderately difficult. Suitable for improving orienteers who
have mastered the Orange course. About 3.5km
Green – difficult. Suitable for experienced orienteers and ambitious
improvers. About 4.5km

Terrain Typical Chiltern beech woods with some coniferous plantation. Distinct
path network. Some undergrowth will be encountered off-path but planned
contact will be minimised. Some steep slopes may be encountered on all
courses. There is forestry work ongoing in the southwest quarter of the
woods. Light Green and Green will cross areas of felling, Yellow and
Orange mostly avoid the affected areas. In felled areas there are unmapped
extraction lanes, and brashings underfoot can slow progress.

Start Times Starts between 10.30am and 12noon. The start is about 300m from the car
park.

Fees Adults £2, Juniors £1.

Timing The Emit electronic timing system will be used; cards may be borrowed at
no charge.

Facilities Forestry Commission toilet block and café are a short walk from the car
park. Route to start passes close to the toilets.

Course closure
times

Courses close at 1.30pm sharp

Results See the TVOC website after the event. �
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Contact Steve Long  01442 891553   All competitors take part at their own risk.
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*Chiltern Challenge courses 
The table below shows the likely length and difficulty of each colour course (5 being the most
technically difficult). Competitors should select and enter their course by colour. If you wish
this event to count for age class badge & ranking purposes you should run the course indicated
for your age class.  However, competitors are free to enter the colour course of their choice.

COLOUR AGE CLASS
(for badge/
rankings)

LENGTH
(in km,

provisional)

TECHNICAL
DIFFICULTY

Black M21L 10 – 14 5

Brown M35L   M40L 8 – 12 5

Short Brown M20 M18 M45L
M50L W21L M21S

7 – 10 5

Blue M16 M55L M60L
W35L   W40L 
M35S   M40S

5.5 – 7.5 5

Short Blue M65L  W20  W18
W45L W50L M45S

M50S   W21S

4.5 – 6.5 5

Green M70L  W16  W55L
W60L M55S M60S

W35S   W40S

3.5 – 5 5

Short Green M75 M80 W65 W70
W75  W80  M65S

M70S W45S W50S
W55S   W60S

3 – 4 5

Light Green M14   W14 3 – 4 4

Orange M12   W12 2.5 – 3.5 3

Yellow M10   W10 2 – 2.9 2

White None 1 – 1.9 1
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TVOC Regional Event
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Watlington - Grid Reference SU714933
Sunday 31 st May 2009 [revised date]

Timing:  Electronic - EMIT

Location: Christmas Common is 2 miles from Watlington & 4 miles from Nettlebed.
The event will be signed from the B4009 in Watlington & A4130 in
Nettlebed.

Parking: In a field signed from GR 714933. £1 parking fee

Start: Approx.  500m from pedestrian exit of car park/assembly field

Terrain: Chiltern mixed woodland last used in 2004

Map: Newly mapped in winter 2008. Preprinted at 1:10,000 & 1:15,000

Courses:  All age classes on BOF 2009/10 recommended colour coded courses*
(White to Black excl. long orange)      Free String Course

Entries: Preferably online via ����!�����)�
����   or, if you must, postal on SEF
to: Steve Stone, 48 Chippendale Close, HIGH WYCOME, HP13 6BT 
cheques payable to ‘TVOC’      CD for both 17/05/09 
Entry on the day for all courses while maps last

Fees: All courses: Seniors £8 (+£2 for non BOF members) Juniors & Students £2.
Surcharge of £1 for EOD. EMIT  hire £1

Starts: From 10.30 to 13.00 (EOD from 10.00)

Facilities: Toilets, Squash, Traders

Organisers: TBA -check the website at �
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Entries: Steve Stone: �
���	�
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Planners: Peter Riches & Mark Thompson

Controller: Jim Prowting

All competitors take part at their own risk and are responsible for their own safety.
�
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