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TVOC banner flying high at the Scottish 6-days. Photo: Andrew Chalmers

TVOC-ers at the Scottish 6-days - Photo: Andrew Chalmers
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It hardly seems a moment since putting together the last issue, but it's been a mixed couple of
months – some big events like the Scottish and Swiss 6-days, but few smaller local events. I'm
getting itchy feet waiting for the sprint & middle distance events in Canterbury this coming
weekend, let alone the World Masters in Sydney in 5 weeks. I never thought I'd be saying it,
but 'roll on winter' for a wider range of orienteering events to do!

We have a TVOC event coming up shortly at RAF Halton (Wendover), help out or enter if you
can. Also, reserve a date in your diary for the Annual Dinner on November 21st – full details
next issue. 

Apologies, but no interview this issue - hopefully there will be one next time, once I've chosen
a victim...

��������	�
Front Cover: A flurry of activity at the Youlbury summer series event in July.
Back cover: Swiss O-Week Day 5 map (Gibel) – © SOW 2009, OLG Goldau
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Membership Fees for 2010
With the new season starting and 2010 not that far away, I thought I
should advise you that BOF has increased its fees for 2010 for all
types of membership except juniors, so when the renewal forms drop
through the door in the autumn, don't be surprised. The 2010 fees
come into force for all NEW members from 1st September onwards,
so if you have old forms, please recycle them and pass enquiries on to
me at ����������	
���
����������

TVOC decided at the last meeting not to increase membership fees for 2010.

Yvette Baker Trophy.
This is an inter-club competition for junior members usually held in the autumn.

At the time of writing, it has not been agreed at which event the qualifying round will be hosted
for SCOA clubs. Please keep an eye out for any advertisements for this and encourage our
juniors to go and represent TVOC.

In previous years, we have been very close to qualifying for the final. TVOC has an excellent
group of juniors achieving very good results, so lets give them lots of support. Juniors do not
have to pre-enter to be counted, just turn up and run the normal course for your age.


�	����
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Annual Dinner & AGM – Saturday 21 November
The annual dinner is an excellent way to meet some of your fellow club members somewhere
warmer and drier than an event car park! 21st November 2009 has been set as the date, at the
Merry Bells, Wheatley. Further details should appear on the website nearer the time, hopefully
a booking form should be included in the next newsletter. Put the date in your diaries now.

Anne Edwards at JWOC
The Junior World Orienteering Championships were held at the start of July in the Italian
Dolomites, and TVOC's Anne Edwards was part of the GB junior squad. As first runner away
on the sprint she managed 33rd place and top Brit. Following this she managed a stunning 12th

place on both the Middle and Long distance races, in dreadful weather, seconds away from a
top 10 place. A very impressive performance against the rest of the world, including large
numbers of top Scandinavians. To cap it all, Anne was then selected to go to Trondheim in
September with the GB team, training for WOC 2010.

Coaching Course
There is a UKCC level 1 Coaching course planned for 24-25/31 October in Leighton Buzzard,
which TVOC members may be interested in attending. Details are available at
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Keep in touch with TVOC online
Just to remind everyone that probably the best way to keep up to date with what's going on in
the club is to join the google groups email list –  visit �������������������������������
�
���������� ��!��  and click on the 'apply for group membership' link. Alternatively
contact one of the committee and we will get you added to the list.

Training Events
Still at a very early stage, but we are hoping to put on some small training events for beginners
& improvers at Shotover later in the autumn. No details yet, so watch the web site or the google
group for details.

"Life's Little Instruction"
“What good is it to go fast if you're headed in the wrong direction?”
Thanks to Bernard Potter for that gem.

 !!"��������	����������� *�����
The 2009 TVOC Club Championships will be held at the BKO district event at Swinley East on
Sunday 27th September. (Note slight change of venue, date unchanged). See the BKO website at
����������������������   for event details. The courses and classes will be as follows:

 

Super Junior M12 minus Orange W12 minus Orange

Junior M14 minus Light Green W14 minus Light Green

Intermediate M16-18 Blue W16-18 Green

Senior Open Brown Women's Open Blue

Veteran M45+ Blue W45+ Green

Super-Vet M60+ Green W60+ Light Green

�	����	�����������������
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Now that summer is on its way out, the SCOA Junior Squad activities increase.

The SCOA Junior Squad has the following activities planned over the next couple of months: 

� Saturday, 5th September 2009 – training at Hankley Common – we will meet and
park in the public car park at Grid SU891411 

� Friday evening, 11th to Sunday, 13th September 2009 – Junior Interregionals in
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Northern Ireland – for selected juniors 

� Saturday, 3rd  October, 2009 – training at Pamber Forest 

� Wednesday, 28th October 2009 – Squad Fundraiser Event for the army – Bagshot
Heath       

� Saturday, 7th November 2009 – training probably at Hawley and Hornley.

� Friday pm 27th November to Sunday 29th November 2009 – Hawkshead weekend
for 16s in the Lake District.

� Saturday, 5th December 2009 –Dibden, New Forest

We welcome all SCOA juniors of about Orange standard and above and aged 10 or so to 18
years to join us at the Saturday training days. We meet at 1015 hrs and finish about 1500 hrs.
You need to bring your lunch, a drink, £1 to cover map and access costs, and your orienteering
kit. Please contact Dave Rogers [SCJS Squad Manager, Tel: 01344 628 623, Mobile: 07799
075 236, E-mail: ������"
	
��������"����  ] if you want to know more or will be coming
along. You can also visit the squad's website at:  ������#��������

����� 	!����"�������#��������!��
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A beginners' guide to going orienteering
Following on from last time where I summarised the courses available to beginners, this time
we have a few useful tips for your first events.

Compass
You don't really need a compass to get started in orienteering. In the early stages, all you need
to do is be able to line up the map with North so that it matches the ground (called 'setting the
map'). Using the direction of the sun (roughly South) can get you most of the way there, and
then use your eyes to match features on the ground to things on the map. This gives you good
practice at actually reading the map. Buying a posh compass with all the bells and whistles can
be a bit of a distraction at first!

Shoe laces
Rough ground and fallen sticks seem to have a knack for un-
tying shoe-laces, and stopping to re-tie them is a distraction.
This plagued me for quite a few events until I discovered
what other people do - they tape up their laces! You can buy
special tape from orienteering shops, but any old insulating
tape will do. Just tie your laces as normal, then wrap a piece
of tape round the loops to keep them together.

Look at the map!
It may sound obvious, but many of the beginners on a recent junior event seemed to forget to
look at their map once they had got started. It's not a treasure hunt, the map will show you
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where to look - as long as you use it! It's also good to get into the habit of folding up the map so
you can see the bit you need, and keeping your thumb on the point where you are so you can
find it quickly.

Learn the symbols
Orienteering map symbols differ from 'normal' maps, so you need to know what they represent.
Most maps have a legend, but it's worth looking before you get to an event. The TVOC web
site has a page you can look at, ������������
�����������
��$����������� and click
on the %����������������  link. Ideally you should be able to recognize the symbols without
referring to the legend at all.

Remember the golden rule
... which is 'always report to download'. Remember to go to the download tent even
(especially!) if you retire from a course. The download process is used to check that people
have come back and aren't left in the woods - if you forget to download and just go home, the
poor organisers are likely to spend hours searching the woods for you.

That's all for now, more next issue.

��������	�

���������������) ��0�����
��	�������0����

I hope those of you who turned out for some exercise in
varied terrain enjoyed yourselves and feel fitter for the
experience. Thanks for your support.

We managed to put on 13 events this summer and
achieved record numbers with 189 different participants
and total runs over 400 for the first time at 474. None of
this would have been possible without the
organisers/planners who put on the events, up-dating
maps, planning and printing courses, putting out controls
and organising the start, finish and results, mostly single
handedly.  Many thanks to them  and I hope they enjoyed
the experience. The work involved may sound a bit much
but we only use a small area of land and often help is
around to up-date and print maps. There is an opportunity
for beginners to help to put on an event in partnership
with a more experienced orienteer, as John Dalton did this year and I hope more 'virgin'
planners will come forward next year to have-a –go. If you are wondering whether to volunteer
next time, I suggest you have a word with John Dalton.

Ian Buxton's successful event at Bernwood is worth a special mention. Ian was a first time
planner who broke his arm just before his event but still managed to complete his duties – shall
we say, single handed. [with a great deal of help from John Dalton! Ed]
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Congratulations to Tuomas Tala winning the 'A' Course from Jon Marsden (JOK)  and Ian
Webb. Simon Poole (RAFO) and Roger Baker were equal first on the 'B' Course with Trefor
Williams third. The 'C' Course was won by Toby Kirk with Rick White (RAFO) second and
Matthew Earl and Ita Kelly equal third. Our keenest supporters were John Last who ran on all
13 evenings and Yvonne Hodson who managed to get to 12 events. 

The slightly altered format seemed to suit the older runners on the 'B' Course and did not spoil
the runs on the 'A' Course. Any comments on the course formats or, perhaps the  earlier
introduction of summer, to avoid the nettles!, would be welcome.

Regrettably, I missed Roger Thetford's street event around Didcot but gather it was highly
successful. You can read about it elsewhere in this newsletter.

Next year we hope to have a few new planners having  a go, an OCAD course would be of
great help here. We will still need some of the usual stalwarts to ensure we put on a
comprehensive series and to them a big thank you for Summer Series 2009.

�	���$�	���	�

,�������������1�	�

I diarised the early part of the Summer Series in the previous T'VOICE.  Read on for the next
thrilling instalment.

After Brill, Shotover, Wittenham, Whiteleaf, Downley, Wendover, Bloom and Bernwood the
Summer Series moved to Hodgemoor on 30th June.  The courses were in the white part of the
map, which was a good thing, although parts seemed quite green.  We were in a heat wave at
the time, which is hard to remember now.  The limitation of Hodgemoor for “proper” events is
said to be the car park but it's bigger than the Wittenham Clumps car park.  Perhaps we could
hold a badly publicised Sunday event here.  

I got lost in Park Wood, Bradenham on 8th July.  I met several people several times so perhaps
others had difficulty too.  After wandering around for a bit, punching a few controls and feeling
depressed, I found the finish so that was OK.  I guess it's quite a nice wood really.

Thousands of boy scouts have trampled down the undergrowth at Youlbury, where we went on
13th July, making it perfect for orienteering.  The last time I went to Youlbury I ran off the
map, as the boundaries are not marked.  This time was better but I don't know how I managed
to overshoot the finish when the controls are only 50 metres apart.

The event on 22nd July was in Ladygrove Estate in Didcot.  I should have realised that it was
going to be tricky when organiser Roger Thetford apologised that his printer was not all that
clear.  Experienced street racers will know that you have to look at street maps very carefully to
determine which lines you can cross and which are uncrossable walls and fences.  Looking at
maps carefully is not my forte and possibly not of some others, as I saw a lot competitors
milling1 around in parts of the estate.  Net curtains twitched, I don't know what residents made
of us but I don't think they called the police.  In olden times town planners knew that the most
efficient way to pack houses in an area was in straight lines.  Modern planners think this is
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boring or soulless so in Ladygrove they went to great lengths to made all the roads wiggly and
all the houses different(ish).  This should make recognising where you are on the map easier
but it all looks the same and you can't tell which wiggly road you are on.  In short Ladygrove
made an interesting change to the run of SSs.

And now an important bit of consumer news.  It doesn't really cost £3 to park at Wendover
Woods in the evening.  If you put £1 in the machine, you get a ticket lasting until closing time.
Peter Riches organised the last SS event here on 28th July using some of the permanent course
markers. Just a few controls and lots of route choice.  Quite good.

Scoring for the Summer Series is based on the best four event scores.  I think that for these
informal events participation is more important than excellence so more events should count.
The graph below shows the effect of number of scoring events on the result.  It's easier to
understand in colour, which you can see in the on-line edition of T'Voice, but I think it's clear
enough in black and white.

 

Thanks to all the organisers and to coordinator John Thompson for another great Summer
Series.  These 13 events left us in prime condition for the rigours of Scottish orienteering.
1: milling = “to move around in churning confusion”, ref. ��������%���"������
�$����

�	���%���
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TVOC have obtained permission to use the Hambleden Estate
near Henley for a major orienteering event in the spring of 2011.

Permission to use this excellent area has not been possible since
the estate was sold in 2007 by Henry Smith of the WH Smith
family.  However, the club has recently managed to negotiate with
the new owner to use the area in the spring of 2011. 

The club has managed to obtain agreement to use Hambleden to
stage a National Event.  This event will also be the 2011 Southern
Championships.

Although the event is still more than18 months away, it is
important to find a willing mapper quite soon so they can prepare
to update the map early in 2010.  Mapping needs to be carried out
a full 12 months before the event to ensure the area is mapped as it will be found during the
event.

If you are interested in updating the existing map, or want to get involved in any other way,
please do not hesitate to contact me #��"
����	
������������"����   or any member of
the club committee.

�	�������	�
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A  TVOC  Mapping  Course in the Chilterns during  W inter 2009/10
Starting only with an enlarged copy of the OS map of an area, a survey will be made from
scratch by compass and pacing, working in from the boundaries to the tracks, paths and line
features and thence to vegetation and point features, etc.  Each mapper will first make up a
pacing table (off- road) to enable you to transfer from paces to mm on the tracings.  Try this
ahead of the survey days if you can -  on rough ground over a taped distance.  Then try it uphill
and then downhill to see how it varies. 

We shall work initially on 2 tracing films, which I shall provide (with magic tape), and at a
later date the tracings will be scanned into the computer using OCAD.  One of the days will be
spent mapping contours and landform features from scratch on a steepish and slightly
convoluted area .
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People can either work singly or in pairs. The only kit you will need will be a normal
orienteering compass (or a proper sighting compass if you have one), a propelling HB pencil
with an eraser in the top end (and a spare), and a clipboard. Walking boots and gaiters are the
optimum gear when going off path. I hope to get you additional supervision backup from
experienced Club mappers.

The first field days will be Saturdays 28th November, 5th , 12th and 19th December 2009 from
about 930am to 3pm, weather permitting.  Subsequent field days and a day indoors to transfer
the tracings onto computer using a scanner will be by mutual agreement. The survey areas and
the Computer Day will be advised later but will be in the Chilterns. Anyone wanting a weekday
field or computer day could be accommodated at a mutually convenient date. Additional days
will be arranged between New Year and Easter. If you can’t be there on any of the 4 days given
above let me know which dates you are free and I shall tailor the course to suit you.   It will all
be fairly flexible to suit your availability.

Ideally, we want to work towards getting a bigger team to remap one of the Club’s larger maps
later in the Winter 2009/10 and in Winter 2010/11.

Members who are provisionally interested should contact me by the end of September on email
at 

�"���
�����	
���������
������ .
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 On a glorious evening, the race at Didcot attracted 53 runners: the largest number we've ever
had in ten years of the Summer Series and including several first-timers. All seemed to enjoy
themselves, which was a gratifying reward for 40+ hours surveying and drawing the A3 map of
the parks, alleyways and complicated housing estate.

 I tried to site the controls so that they weren't too obvious to passing youths and weren't too
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close to people's front doors, while offering good route choice and visiting plenty of grassy
areas. This meant two loops rather than the usual three. Unfortunately, while printing the A4
extracts late on Monday night I failed to spot that on one of the loops I'd chopped off a vital
street, making the route choice the alleyway control very difficult for runners who were
tackling that loop clockwise. Sorry to all who were affected.

 The focus on route choice and control security (with no marshals) means that the area still
offers plenty of unrealised potential for 'sprint' sections, although we'd need a marshal if there
were controls in the complicated children's play area. A Saturday or Sunday event on the full
map in late summer or early autumn, when the undergrowth is high elsewhere, would be a good
use of the area. 

 	!���$���(	��

���
������	�������2���������3�1	
�����
In spite of having a total time several
minutes more than the winner, I did have
an opportunity to beat him if only I hadn't
made a 20 second error at a crucial time.
This was because the scoring at the
Scottish 6-Days, was by positions rather
than times.

On each day the winner in each class
scored 1 point; the second 2 points; etc.
The sum of the lowest 4 days’ points
counted and the winner was the
competitor with the lowest number of
points. 

In the event of a tie, the competitor with
the higher number of “1”; or if equal, of
"2"; etc. took precedence.

After 5 days I was lying in 2nd place, two
points behind the leader, Haukaas.
However I had had one 1st place,
whereas he had had none. If I could finish
ahead of him on the last day, even if only in 3rd place, we would tie on points but I would win
overall.

Alas, approaching the easy penultimate control, a stream junction, I followed an elephant track
rather than pausing to check the map; overshot, and finished 15 seconds adrift.

My stupid error cost me 2nd place too, because late starter British rival Dave Parkin came back
in 1st place and although we now tied on points, he had had a second place, and I had had none.
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D a y s Total Day Total If only

1 2 3 4 5 Best 4 6 Best 4 Day 6 Best 4

Haukaas 2 2 4 (5) 3 11 3 10 (1st) 4 11 (2nd)

Baker 4 5 3 1 (9) 13 4 12 (3rd) 3 11 (1st)

Parkin 6 3 2 (28) 10 21 1 12 (2nd) 1 12 (3rd)

A peculiarity of the system was that all who mispunched, retired, or did not even start, were
each given one more point than the slowest correct finisher - e.g. On day 4, 27 competitors
correctly completed the course.  Parkin mispunched.

 	!�����)��
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While most of TVOC seems to have been in Scotland at the start of August, a few TVOC-ers
were in the village of Muotathal in Switzerland for 6 days of Alpine orienteering. Carol
Edwards and I were booked into dormitories (mattresses on primary school classroom floors...)
while Mikhail and Inara had gone for more luxury accommodation away from the event centre.
Luckily many other orienteers were camping, as I think the 3000-odd extra people would have
doubled the size of the village.

Arriving on the Saturday in sweltering heat, I rashly wished for cooler weather. So, naturally,
Sunday dawned with a torrential downpour for our first event - a short Sprint in the nearby
town of Schwyz. This is home to the Victorinox factory (of Swiss Army Knife fame) and the
event actually started from the loading bay next to their factory. The organisers had arranged

official bus transport to take
us to the event, with our
boarding times pre-printed
on our race numbers -
regimental organisation that
would be quite a feature of
the week. The sprint itself
was enjoyable despite the
rain, although I was taking it
easy on the slippery cobbles
conscious of my recently-
broken wrist. Rather
worryingly at the finish my
splits printout didn't show a
time for one control although
it did show the number - the
officials assured me that it
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was OK, and it seems several other people had the same problem. Perhaps the control unit
hadn't been synchronized properly.

Monday, and the weather wasn't much better. I was getting rather apprehensive now; my open-
hillside contour experience is very limited, and I'd been anticipating nice weather - so the
thought of poor visibility up in the alps was quite a worry. The organisers told us to wear 'very
warm clothing' to the event; it turned out this was because our official transport was in army
trucks with simple tarpaulin covers - no heating! The 45 minute journey was well
choreographed, with the 6 army convoys pausing at pre-ordained locations to wait for returning
vehicles to pass. From assembly there was then a 55 minute walk up a steep hill in the rain to
the starts. Visibility of 200m+ was better than I expected, so I started off reasonably well.
However, I struggled to get my bearings on the middle section up on some limestone pavement,
and then a very steep downhill section was hard work. Near the end was a heavily-used hillside,
which had become a complete mudslide with all the competitors coming down, straight into a
barbed wire fence for the unwary! I managed to  slip over and bash my right knee which would
cause me problems all week. However I was pleased to make it to the finish and get the bus
back to the accommodation. Some competitors were less lucky - the organisers hadn't allowed
for the length of time some people would hang around at assembly, and cancelled the transport
before everyone was home! some people had to wait over an hour in the rain waiting for the
buses to return for them.

The showers at the event centre deserve a mention. I'd expected the typical sports-centre type
communal showers - however we discovered that the men's changing room and women's
changing room actually connected to the same shower room - so it was rather too communal.
Rather startling for the first people to discover this!

Tuesday (Glattalp) was the day I'd been most dreading, as the walk from transport to the start
was 4.9km with 700m climb - longer than some of the courses. (The shorter courses were
meant to start from the
other side of the valley,
but all had to be
cancelled as the river
was in flood!) However,
once at the start, the
weather was nice and a
half-hour delay in start
times meant I had time
to catch my breath.
More open hillside with
tricky contours, which I
navigated rather more by
luck than judgement if
I'm being truthful. The
middle section was easy
enough but then I came
a cropper on another
limestone pavement and
wandered for 5 minutes
without a clue! Once
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back on track I took it very steadily and found all the remaining controls without a problem, if
rather slowly, finishing with my best result of the week (excluding the sprint). The day was
saddened however with the news that one orienteer had suffered a fatal heart attack part way
through their course.

Improving weather and a welcome rest-day gave us the time
for sitting in the town square in Schwyz drinking hot chocolate
and world-watching. However we weren't sure what was
planned for the next day, as the German-language local paper
at breakfast had given news of landslides (due to the heavy
rain) blocking the route to the day 4 event area. So, the
organisers announced that they would run day 6 in place of day
4. Two sets of army transport and a further half hour walk took
us to the start, some 2km high and nearly 800m higher than the
finish area. Again, a lot of open hillside with tricky contours,
but it was the constant downhill-ness of a large part of the
course that I struggled with, as my knee was still playing up.
One control near the end had me dropping too low, and almost
over the edge of a cliff! Thankfully I managed to scramble
back up to safety before any serious rock-climbing was needed.
The weather had warmed up considerably and the bucket of
water and sponge at the finish was very welcome...

Friday was the 'middle distance' event, which I'd been looking
forward to. However it was also advertised as 'the rough day'
and they weren't kidding. It was a forested area this time, and I
really struggled to keep track of the contours. I'd alternate
between finding a control easily and then completely losing track of everything. My  absolute
nemesis was control 13 - a 200m leg which took me 25 minutes. (Carol took about 10mins for
the same leg) I'd be in touch with the contours one moment, then 10 metres later everything
would look wrong - I even struggled to retrace my steps! There was a 2 hour time limit on the
course to be 'counted', and I was pretty close to that point. However, I fair streaked through the
last few controls and managed 1h59m50s. Quite an appalling result for a 3.2km course! [See
back cover for a copy of the map]

For the final day the organisers had quite a challenge - the road to the day 4 area was still
closed, so they had to re-use the day 5 area. This meant working overnight to plan and organise
an event for 3000 people, including putting out the controls again. I was staggered how much
they had managed to do in the time - we had a brilliant assembly area in amongst the village
houses, and the only indication that it was a last-minute event was that we had to mark up our
own maps with red pen at the start. I did better to keep in touch with the map this time, but then
smacked my knee on a rock again and had to retire - but I made sure I went through the finish
to get my souvenir pen-knife!

Overall, it seemed a tough week with a lot of long journeys to the start. At the time it seemed
an ordeal - but I'm really glad to have gone. It's certainly given me a more realistic view of my
(lack of) navigational skill!

��������	�
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THAMES VALLEY ORIENTEERING CLUB 
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events in Oxfordshire/Buckinghamshire

 September 2009 to June 2010

Do you enjoy challenge, adventure fun, excitement, maps, just being out in the countryside?

Then come and try Orienteering – an adventure sport for all – at this series of Saturday morning
events organised by TVOC. Events are still being finalised, check �����
���������  for the
latest details.

These events are specially designed for juniors, school and youth groups, and adult newcomers,
in Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire. Courses on offer will be easy to moderate and a 5km
course for experienced orienteers.

Registration: 10.30-11.30 a.m. Starts: 11.00 -12.30; courses close 14.00
Cost:  seniors £2,  juniors £1 per map.

Come prepared wearing suitable outdoor clothing. No equipment needed. 

Dates Venue Organiser 

26th Sep Hodgemoor Woods SU966938

 TBC pending permission

Mark Thompson  01753 893590

24th Oct Wendover Woods, Wendover
SP888090 pending permission

Peter Riches £3 Car Park Fee

21st Nov Bradenham TBC Steve Long

12th Dec Brill Common, Brill SP652142 John Spence 01844 237639 

23rd Jan Culham (new area) Mikhail Gryaznevich

20th Feb Shotover Park, Oxford SP564062 John Thompson 01235 529308 

20th Mar Whiteleaf TBC Ian Buxton 01296 429829

24th Apr New area to be confirmed Andrew Chalmers

22nd May To be confirmed

19th Jun To be confirmed

Further details �����
���������   contact Mark Thompson - �����$&'	
��%��
������� or
phone 01753 893590 evenings 

- page 16 -



����2
���5��
I am still taking orders for the new club kit.  Design as
picture and coloured black, white and blue.

Sizes - XXS-30-32, XS-32-34, S-34-36, M-38-40, L-
40-42, XL-42-44, XXL-44-46.
Either long or short sleeve.

Cheque (payable to Thames Valley O C) with order
please. £25 per shirt, subsidised by the club.  Can be
sent to me at 107 Leachcroft, Chalfont St Peter, SL9
9LF, or at any of the Saturday Series events.

*����� �����

'��������) �2
�����������
Held on 21st July 2009 at 8pm at Merry
Bells, Wheatley

1. Present
Colin Duckworth (in the chair), Martin
Ricketts, Neville Baker, John Dalton, Ian
Buxton, Yvonne Hodson, Lyn  Blackie, Steve
Stone, Fred Ashford, Peter Narramore, John
Last

2. Apologies for absence
John Thompson, John Wheatcroft, Andrew
Chalmers, John Farren, Alun Jones

3. Minutes of last meeting:
The minutes were accepted

4. Actions from March meeting
4.1. 6th June, 2010, Downley or Bradenham.
Fred Ashford recommends Downley. Action
completed.

4.2. 13th March, 2011, Chiltern Challenge &
Southern Championship at Hambleden. John
Dalton is awaiting final confirmation from
landowner. He has proposed a payment
scheme. Action completed.

4.3. John Farren to coordinate, collect and
control all the club’s OCAD maps. John has
written a note for  newsletter “calling all
mappers”. Action completed.

5. Actions from May meeting
5.1. Colin Duckworth spoken to Norman
Lilley about “equity in coaching” for
clubmark. Norman will attend a course on
22nd September. Action completed.

5.2. Andrew Chalmers reported by e-mail
that he will organise a mapping course in
early November which will cover field
mapping and OCAD. He will need help. He
will write a note for the Newsletter. Action:
Andrew Chalmers

5.3. Jon Wheatcroft to order 2 banners. He
reported by e-mail, “The banners have not yet
been ordered (sorry!), but are rising towards
the top of the 'to do' list.” Action: John
Wheatcroft

5.4. John Dalton to accept invitation to an
interview with radio station Mix 96 and 107.
Interview arranged but cancelled at last
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minute by radio station. Action completed

5.5. Lyn Blackie will provide coffee at next
club meeting. Coffee provided. Action
completed.

6. Past events
The following events were noted. Some were
discussed.

20th May, Summer Series, Wittenham
Clumps, Mikhail Gryaznyvitch & Volker
Naulin. Some people went to old car park in
spite of warnings in pre event publicity. The
courses were rather long.

23rd May, Saturday Series, University Parks,
Oxford

24th May, Thame Show, Scouts, Ian Buxton.
Successful, 364 competitors.

26 May, Whiteleaf, Peter Riches & Mark
Thompson

31st May, Chiltern Challenge, Peter
Narramore. All bills paid. Profit
approximately £980, including £880 for
entries who did not run.

2 June, Downley Common, Brian Palmer

6th June, Saturday Series, Green Park.
Andrew Chalmers

9 June, Wendover, Steve Long

14th June, Coombe Hill. Charles Taylor
Keane. Andrew Chalmers had secured station
car park. Not much publicity due to delay in
authorising car park so only 100 entries.
Expenditure was minimal so event probably
made a profit.

17 June, Bloom Wood, Fred Ashford

24 June, Bernwood, Ian Buxton. School party
ran special white course.

28th June, Oxfordshire Youth Games, Denise
Harper coordinator. TVOC helped. About
200 took part.

30 June, Summer Series, Hodgemoor Woods,

Roger Lott

1st July, Orienteering day - National Schools
Sports Week at Hawley Wood scout camp.
Yvonne Hodson, Martin Ricketts, Roger
Baker and Ian Buxton helped.

8 July, Summer Series, Park Wood,
Bradenham, Alun Jones

13 July, Summer Series, Youlbury, Ali
Kempson. Special white course for school
children

7. Future events
The following events were noted. Some were
discussed.

22 July, Summer Series, Didcot Urban Event,
Roger Thetford

28 July, Summer Series, Wendover
Permanent Course, Peter Riches

13th September, district event at Halton.
Gary Walford will organise. Neville Baker is
planner. All within Halton Camp, no long
courses, maybe a sprint course. Neville is
having difficulty finding the OCAD map.

27th September, TVOC Club
Championships, BKO district event at
Swinley East

20th December, Wendover. Planner Ian
Buxton, controller John Thompson. Car park
will be field as last year.

14th February, 2010, Nettlebed. Fred Ashford
(organiser), Roger Thetford (planner), Mike
Pemberton (controller), Martin Ricketts and
John Farren (mapping), Steve Stone (entries).
Fred wants to make flyer in November. He
will devise road crossing when courses are
designed. Police to be informed.

11th April, 2010, Shotover on extended map.

6th June, 2010, Downley

24th October, 2010, Kingswood

19th December, 2010, Wendover
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13th March, 2011, Chiltern Challenge. John
Dalton (organiser), Steve Long (planner).
Venue – Hambledon – see action 4.2. John
Dalton said that the map would need
updating. Roger Lott was the last person to
do it. JOK were interested in a Saturday event
to precede CC and had asked about areas.
John will suggest Bloom Wood or Black
Park. JOK would need to apply to BKO for
these areas. Action: John Dalton

8. Officers reports

8.1. Membership. BOF had sent a request for
membership information by September. It
was agreed that TVOC would not increase
fees but would point out to members that
BOF had increased their toll. Yvonne will
inform BOF and members and change
membership forms. Action: Yvonne Hodson

8.2. Treasurer. Our turnover for this year so
far was about £10k. Expenditure exceeded
income by about £150.

9. Clubmark

It was noted that the events on 24th May,
28th June and 1st July were for children and
some summer events had special provision
for children. These would help to validate our
clubmark application. When Norman Lilley
had attended the training course (see action
5.1), we would be ready to send in our
application.

10. Mapping

See action 5.2

11. Any other business

11.1. The AGM will be at Merry Bells on
21st November. Lyn Blackie will ask John
Spence if he is willing to organise. Neville
Baker will book room. Ian Buxton will

contact a suggested speaker. Actions: Lyn
Blackie, Neville Baker, Ian Buxton

11.2. Ian Buxton said that the BOF web site
listed no permanent courses for
Buckinghamshire or Oxfordshire. John Last
said that some of the courses in our list were
outside our area (e.g. Dinton Pastures,
Whippendell Woods). He wondered if we
really knew if these areas were still viable
and whether the map information was correct.
Fred Ashford said that Dean Garden maps
were not available at the listed address. The
area could be accessed from below but not
from the ski area. In general getting
permanent course maps was the main
problem for newcomers. Ian thought that we
should have pdf copies of the permanent
course maps that could be sent by e-mail to
interested people. This was agreed. Ian will
look into implementing this and send course
information to BOF. He might consult Roger
Baker. Action: Ian Buxton

11.3. Yvonne Hodson proposed a series of
(~fortnightly) coaching events at a single
venue. It would follow on from Saturday
events. This was agreed. Shotover permanent
course might be suitable. Neville Baker said
that we did not need permission for Shotover,
if we did not put up controls. Yvonne will try
to find a suitable series of dates following the
OUOC October city race and will also look
for helpers. Action: Yvonne Hodson

12. Next meeting(s)

The next meeting will be on 15th September,
at Merry Bells, Wheatley.

Following meeting will be on 17th
November.

�	���%���
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This information is not guaranteed to be correct. Please check on web site or phone numbers
given or  answer-phones  0118 946 4354 (SCOA) or 0181 948 6056 (SEOA) before
travelling.  If no phone number is given, consider the event as doubtful.

Key:  L = Local, R = Regional, N = National  CD: Closing date for entries.

September 2009

Sat 12/09/09 R SLOW The Second London City Race The City of London TQ327811 /
EC3 Organiser: Vince Roper. Entries: Mike Garvin 30 Belvedere Place
London SW2 5TD 020 7738 6570 mikegarvin1@googlemail.com. Sen: £
TBC Jun: £ TBC Stu: £ TBC. Chq: SLOW. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. Online:
01/01/70 Postal: 01/01/70. http://www.sloweb.org.uk

Sat 12/09/09 L CHIG Hainault CATI Hainault Forest Country Park TQ475933 / RM4
Organiser: Ray Weekes, 020 8530 3011, RayWeekes@BTIntenet.com.
CD: EOD. http://www.chig.org.uk

Sat 12/09/09 R AIRE Dales Weekend Regional Event - Day 1 Kilnsey SD974678 / BD23
Organiser: Guy Patterson, Not Avaliable, guypatterson@hotmail.co.uk.
Entries: Margaret Parker 10 King Alfred's Drive Leeds LS6 4PS 0113
2685764 TBC. Sen: £10.00 Jun: £4.00 Stu: £4.00. Chq: Margaret Parker.
EPS-SI. CD: EOD. Online: 05/09/09 Postal: 05/09/09.
http://www.ilkley.org/orienteering

Sun
13/09/09

R AIRE Dales Weekend Regional Event - Day 2 Malham SD897642 / BD24
Organiser: Guy Patterson, Not Avaliable, guypatterson@hotmail.co.uk.
Entries: Margaret Parker 10 King Alfred's Drive Leeds LS6 4PS 0113
2685764 TBC. Sen: £10.00 Jun: £4.00 Stu: £4.00. Chq: Margaret Parker.
EPS-SI. CD: EOD. Online: 05/09/09 Postal: 05/09/09.
http://www.ilkley.org/orienteering

Sun
13/09/09

L TVOC/RAFO Local Event RAF Halton Camp SP879094 / HP22 5PG
Organiser: Gary Walford, 01494 564018, gary.walford@tiscali.co.uk.
EPS-EMIT. CD: EOD. http://www.tvoc.org.uk

Sun
13/09/09

L CHIG SE Score Champs Wormley TL321059 / EN7 Organiser: Peter
Cheetham, 01438 715546, cheethap@uk.ibm.com. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
http://www.chig.org.uk

Sat 19/09/09 L WAOC Come And Try It Event Wimpole Hall TL343511 / SG8
Organiser: Peter Heybrock, peter.heybrock@ntlworld.com. EPS-SI. CD:
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September 2009

EOD. http://www.waoc.org.uk

Sat 19/09/09 R DEVON Caddihoe Chase Regional Event - Caddihoe Chase - Day 1 Hound
Tor & Haytor SX740793 / TQ13 Organiser: Jill Green, 01392 278512. EPS-
SI. http://www.devonorienteering.co.uk

Sun 20/09/09 R DEVON Caddihoe Chase Regional Event - Caddihoe Chase - Day 2 Hound
Tor & Haytor SX740793 / TQ13 Organiser: Jill Green, 01392 278512. EPS-
SI. http://www.devonorienteering.co.uk

Sun
20/09/09

L HAVOC Score Event Bedfords Park TQ520925 / RM4 1QH Organiser:
Janet Biggs, 020 8883 2338, chairman@orienteering-havoc.co.uk. EPS-SI.
CD: EOD. http://orienteering-havoc.co.uk

Sun
20/09/09

L OD Local Event & West Midlands League Oakley Wood & Ashorne Hill
SP310589 / CV33 9PY Organiser: Greta Greenall, 024 7641 9854. EPS-
EMIT. CD: EOD. http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Wed
23/09/09

L BAOC Mil League (South) Woolmer Forest SU792312 / GU33 Organiser:
Mark Beverley, markbeverley@aol.com. EPS-EMIT. CD: EOD.
http://www.baoc.org.uk

Sat 26/09/09 L TVOC Saturday series – Hodgemoor (TBC)  http://www.tvoc.org.uk/

Sat 26/09/09 L MV CAT-O  Nork Park TQ240580 / SM7 Organiser: Peter Martin, 01372
276 962. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. http://www.mvoc.org

Sat 26/09/09 L DFOK KOL Local Event Downe Activity Centre TQ419631 / BR6
Organiser: Philip Basford, philb@ntrg.u-net.com. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
http://www.dfok.co.uk

Sun
27/09/09

L BKO Colour coded and SCOA League event Swinley East SU912666 /
SL5 Organiser: Andrew Graham, 0118 9433029,
drumble55@hotmail.com. EPS-EMIT. CD: EOD. http://www.bko.org.uk
This is the TVOC championship event.

Sun
27/09/09

L LOK Hampstead Heath Hampstead Heath TQ276862 / NW3 Organiser:
Neil Brooks, neilbrooks@msn.com. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
http://www.londonorienteering.co.uk

Sun
27/09/09

L NWO Local Event ( 4 colour-coded ) Cherhill Down SU046701 / SN11
Organiser: Kevin Ryder, 01793 764732, kevin_ryder2002@tiscali.co.uk.
CD: EOD. http://northwilts.org.uk

Sun
27/09/09

R COBOC Peter Palmer Junior Team Relay TBC SP115960 / B72
Organiser: Gerry Morrison, gerry227@hotmail.com. CD: EOD.
http://www.coboc.org.uk
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October 2009
Sat 03/10/09 L WAOC Come And Try It (CATI) Event Therfield Heath TL348406 / SG8

Organiser: Ian Lawson, 01438 359042, ianh.lawson@ntlworld.com. EPS-
SI. CD: EOD. http://www.waoc.org.uk

Sat 03/10/09 L GO SE Relays Puttenham Commons SU910460 / GU12 Organiser:
Jeremy Wilde. CD: EOD. http://www.guildfordorienteers.co.uk

Sat 03/10/09 R FERMO NI Orienteering Championships incorporating/Senior Home
International - Senior Home International The Burren  GR070345 / BT74
6AP Organiser: Bill Regan, williamregan@btinternet.com.
http://www.fermanaghorienteers.co.uk

Sat 03/10/09 R CLOK October Oddysey Weekend Silton SE467937 / DL6 Organiser:
Alastair Mackenzie, 01325 333333, alastair@batmail.co.uk.
http://www.clok.org.uk

Sun
04/10/09

R CLOK October Oddysey Weekend - October Oddysey Weekend Day2
Northallerton Urban SE370949 / DL6 Organiser: Karen Poole, 01609
778448, karen_heppenstall@btinternet.com. http://www.clok.org.uk

Sun
04/10/09

R SO Regional Event  - Stoughton, Chichester Stoughton SU798123 / PO18
Organiser: Dave McTurk, 01243 782991, davemcturk@gmail.com .
Entries: Jaquie Drake East Cottage Vuggles Farm, Newick, East Sussex
BN8 4RU 01273 400603 thedrakes@vuggles.co.uk. Sen: £10.00 Jun:
£3.00 Stu: £ TBC. Chq: Southdowns Orienteers. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
Online: 02/10/09 Postal: 26/09/09. http://www.southdowns-
orienteers.org.uk

Sun
04/10/09

L SMOC Colour Code Event & EA League Stockgrove & Rammamere
Heath SP917294 / MK17 Organiser: Keith Downing, 01234 270018,
keith@keith-o.demon.co.uk. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. http://www.smoc.info

Sat 10/10/09 R SOS British Schools Score Championships Hylands Park TL680048 /
CM1 Organiser: Julie Laver, 01206 826152, julie.laver@virgin.net.
Entries: Julie Laver Ford House Ford Lane, Alresford CO7 8BB 01206
826152 julie.laver@virgin.net. Sen: £TBA Jun: £4.00 Stu: £TBA. Chq:
Essex Stragglers OC. EPS-SI. CD: Postal: 21/09/09. http://stragglers.info

Sat 10/10/09 R SWOC Welsh Championships Weekend - Welsh Championships Regional
Event Wentwood ST422948 / NP15 1NA Organiser: Nyall Meredith,
nyall.meredith@btinternet.com. Entries: Nigel Ferrand 11 Southcourt
Road Penylan CF23 9DA 029 2025 5037 nigel.ferrand@virgin.net. Sen:
£10.00 Jun: £3.50 Stu: £3.50. Chq: Nigel Ferrand. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
Online: 27/09/09 Postal: 27/09/09. http://www.swoc.org.uk

Sun
11/10/09

L HH Ashridge Ashridge SP975118 / HP4 Organiser: Robin Barris. EPS-SI.
CD: EOD. http://www.happyherts.org.uk/

Sun L SOS Colour Code Event & Essex & Suffolk Schools League (ESSOL)
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October 2009
11/10/09 Hatfield Forest TL547203 / CM22 Organiser: Jack Isbester, 01621

815501, IsbesterJ@aol.com. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. http://stragglers.info

Sun
11/10/09

R WSX 21st Dorset Delight Regional Event Bisterne South  SU232023 /
BH24 4AZ Organiser: Gordon Raggett, 01425 271177. Entries: Tim
Houlder 79 Surrey Road Poole BH12 1HG 01202 380628
tim.houlder@ntlworld.com. Sen: £10.00 Jun: £3.00 Stu: £3.00. Chq: WSX
OC. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. Online: 27/09/09 Postal: 27/09/09.
http://www.wessex-oc.org

Sun
11/10/09

R SWOC Welsh Championships Weekend - Welsh Short Championships
Parc Penallta ST139956 / CF82 6GX Organiser: Nigel Ferrand,
nigel.ferrand@virgin.net. Entries: Nigel Ferrand 11 Southcourt Road
Penylan CF23 9DA 029 2025 5037 nigel.ferrand@virgin.net. Sen: £7.00
Jun: £3.00 Stu: £3.00. Chq: Nigel Ferrand. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. Online:
27/09/09 Postal: 27/09/09. http://www.swoc.org.uk

Sat 17/10/09 R CUOC Cambridge City Race & Icenian Trophy Cambridge City
TL453592 / CB4 Organiser: Clare Sutherland, 07789871376,
cs492@cam.ac.uk. Sen: £10.00 Jun: £5.00 Stu: £5.00. EPS-SI. CD:
Online: 01/01/70. http://www.cuoc.org.uk

Sun
18/10/09

N LEI Compass Sport Cup Final Fineshade SP990985 / PE8 Organiser:
Chris Phillips, 0116 255 0330, onecphillips@lineone.net. Entries: Chris
Phillips 25 Henley Road Leicester LE3 9RD 0116 255 0330
onecphillips@lineone.net. Sen: £11.50 Jun: £5.50 Stu: £5.50. Chq: Chris
Phillips. EPS-SI. CD: Postal: 09/10/09. http://www.leioc.org.uk

Sun
18/10/09

L HAVOC Colour Code  Event  & EA League Weald Country Park
TQ574940 / CM14 5QJ Organiser: Chris Shaw, 01375 677377,
fixtures@orienteering-havoc.co.uk. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. http://orienteering-
havoc.co.uk

Sat 24/10/09 L TVOC Saturday Series – Wendover (TBC)  http://www.tvoc.org.uk/

Sun
25/10/09

L NWO Try Orienteering Springfields School ST992713 / SN11 Organiser:
Ken Stimson, 01793 535759, ken@stimsonk.fsnet.co.uk. CD: EOD. http://
northwilts.org.uk

Sun
25/10/09

L DFOK District Event Lesnes Abbey Woods TQ480785 / DA18 Organiser:
Andrew Evans, andrew.evans444@btinternet.com. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
http://www.dfok.co.uk

Sun
25/10/09

R EPOC Regional Event Marsden Moor SE047118 / HD7 Organiser: Ian
McMillan, 01484 661352, ianandjan.mcmillan@talktalk.net. Entries:
Martyn Hodgson Stonefield, Waters Rd, Marsden, HD7 6NG 01484
846889 preentries@eastpennineoc.org.uk . Sen: £10.00 Jun: £2.00 Stu:
£2.50. Chq: EPOC. EPS-SI. CD: EOD. http://www.eastpennineoc.org.uk
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October 2009
Sat 31/10/09 R OUOC Oxford City Race Oxford City Centre SP513062 / OX1 Organiser:

Jenny Thornton, 07986 004947, organiser@cityrace.org.uk. CD: EOD.
http://www.ouoc.org.uk

Sat 31/10/09 L MV CAT-O & POC Launch Buchan Country Park TQ246347 / RH11
Organiser: Peter Martin, 01372 276 962. EPS-SI. CD: EOD.
http://www.mvoc.org

November 2009

Sun
01/11/09

R SOC November Classic Regional Event Bentley & Fritham SU248120 /
SO43 Organiser: Simon Bevan, simon.bevan@ordnancesurvey.co.uk.
EPS-EMIT. CD: EOD. http://southampton-orienteers.org.uk

Sat 07/11/09 L OD Sat Morn Local Event Brandon Wood Brandon Wood SP399770 /
CV3 2BJ Organiser: Chris Morris, 02476 677504. EPS-EMIT. CD: EOD.
http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Sun
08/11/09

R HOC Titterstone Clee Titterstone Clee Hill SO579758 / TBC Organiser:
Charles Nelson, 01527 545030. CD: EOD. http://www.harlequins.org.uk

Sat 14/11/09 L DFOK Kent Orienteering League  TQ489725  CD: EOD.
http://www.dfok.co.uk

Sat 14/11/09 L SO SOG 6 - Oldhouse Warren, Crawley  TQ304341  CD: EOD.
http://www.southdowns-orienteers.org.uk

Sat 14/11/09 R AIRE YHOA Night League Event  SE067386  CD: EOD.
http://www.ilkley.org/orienteering

Sun
15/11/09

L OD Local Event and Yvette Baker Round  SP206705  CD: EOD.
http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Sun
15/11/09

R DVO Regional Event  SK 200780  CD: EOD. Online: 06/11/09 Postal:
06/11/09. http://www.dvo.org.uk/

Sun
15/11/09

R AIRE Middle Distance Event  SE067386  CD: EOD.
http://www.ilkley.org/orienteering

Sat 21/11/09 L TVOC Saturday Series – Bradenham (TBC)  http://www.tvoc.org.uk/

Sat 21/11/09 - TVOC Annual Dinner & AGM   http://www.tvoc.org.uk/

Sat 21/11/09 L NWO Western Night League  SU166667  CD: EOD.
http://northwilts.org.uk

Sun
22/11/09

L BADO Local Event & SCOA League  SU540430  CD: EOD.
http://www.bado.org.uk
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November 2009

Sun
22/11/09

R CHIG Regional Event  TQ428985  CD: EOD. http://www.chig.org.uk

Sat 28/11/09 R GO Night Regional Event & Southern Night Champs  TQ036462  CD:
EOD. http://www.guildfordorienteers.co.uk

Sat 28/11/09 L OD Sat Morn Local Event Charlecote Park NT  SP262564  CD: EOD.
http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Sun
29/11/09

L WAOC Colour Code Event  TL074392  CD: EOD.
http://www.waoc.org.uk

Sun
29/11/09

R SLOW OK Nuts Trophy  SU880410  CD: EOD.
http://www.sloweb.org.uk

December 2009

Sun
06/12/09

L NWO Score, Yellow & Green  SU037857  CD: EOD.
http://northwilts.org.uk

Sat 12/12/09 L TVOC Saturday Series – Brill Common   http://www.tvoc.org.uk/

Sat 12/12/09 L OD Club Champs & Sat Morn Local Event Itchington Holt  SP366557
CD: EOD. http://www.octavian-droobers.org

Sun
13/12/09

L SOC Colour Coded Event  SU725185  CD: EOD. http://southampton-
orienteers.org.uk

Sun
13/12/09

N WCH National Event & Midlands Championships  SK052132  CD:
Online: 06/12/09 Postal: 02/12/09. http://www.walton-chasers.co.uk

Sun
20/12/09

L TVOC Colour Coded Event – Wendover Woods CD: EOD
http://www.tvoc.org.uk/

Sun
20/12/09

L MV Local Event (inc SE Vets & Families Comp)  TQ194314  CD: EOD.
http://www.mvoc.org

Sun
27/12/09

L OD Club Xmas Relays  SP287691  CD: EOD. http://www.octavian-
droobers.org

January / February 2010
Sun  10/01 R OD Regional Event Sutton Park  SP109971 

Sun 17/01 R QO Regional Event  SS971401  http://www.quantockorienteers.co.uk

Sun 24/01 R LOK CompassSport Cup 1st Round   http://www.londonorienteering.co.uk

Sun 14/02 R TVOC Chiltern Challenge Regional Event  http://www.tvoc.org.uk
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Post-event analysis with GPS & OCAD 
(Swiss Day 2)

The 700m descent from Swiss Day 3 (Glattalp)

Swiss army transport truck 
full of orienteers
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